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MEETING MINUTES

July 1, 2009

Chaminade College Preparatory, 23260 Saticoy Street, West Hills, CA 91304

Attendance: 

Present: Sandi Bell, Kevin Boal, Shelly Bright, Dan Brin, Edwin Dockus, Carolyn Greenwood, Donn Howell, Stephen Lenske, Etan Lorant, Walter Perfect, Charlene Rothstein, Chris Rowe, Barry Seybert, Ron Sobel, Bobbi Trantafello, Alec Uzemeck, Daniel Wiseman, Ed Young and Jacquie Young 

Absent: Stan Staten, Jeffrey Stordahl and Joanne Yvanek-Garb 

Opening Business:

Mr. Stephen Lenske called the meeting to order. Mr. Lenske advised that we now have the benefit of an official timer to assist in keeping the meeting on track.

Mr. Edwin Dockus reminded everyone the needs to make the 4th a safe and sane holiday.  Mr. Dockus advised the need to conserve our water. He stated that he does not want to be a policeman and that we should all follow the rules as outlined by the Department of Water and Power.

Board Announcements & Committee Reports:

Mrs. Chris Rowe advised that her Santa Susana Mountain Area Committee is both looking to see that the Santa Susana Field Laboratory is cleaned up and trying to ensure that archaeological resources are preserved through the cleanup process.

Dr. Daniel Wiseman advised that it is a 9 to 10 year project to make Santa Susana a safe place. Putting on his “government hat,” Dr. Wiseman advised that unless the City can reach an agreement with the city employees unions to diminish their compensation a budget may not be balanced.

Mr. Edwin Dockus advised that there would be training on Parliamentary Procedures at Chaminade College Preparatory on Saturday, July 25, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mr. Dan Brin of the Cinema Heritage Project advised that there is a meeting next week for the upcoming event-taking place August 8, 2009. More information will be on the website.

Mrs. Jacquie Young advised that there is a new budget request form on the website and completion of the form is the first step in requesting funds from the council.

The minutes from June 3, 2009 were accepted as presented.

Announcements:

Ms. Stephanie Romero, Field Deputy for Council District 3, advised that there would be a ground-breaking ceremony for the Metro Orange Line extension. The project is scheduled to be completed in 2012. Ms. Romero went over the guidelines for water conservation as established by the DWP. There is still the issue of how hardship exemptions will be processed. For more information check the website www.LADWPneighborhoodnews.com. Ms. Romero advised that there will be concerts in the park (Warner Park) this summer.

There was no representative from District 12 as Ms. Semee Park was ill.

Officer Janet Zumstein advised that they have a new Topanga station captain and that she has been reassigned. Officer Sam Sabra will now handle the southern portion of West Hills and Officer Dennis Cunningham will handle the northern portion. 

Officer Zumstein advised that National Night out is August 4, 2009 from 5 to 9 p.m. at Warner Center Park. This is the first time that the Topanga Area Station will sponsor this affair. There is free parking in the parking structure north of the park after 5 p.m.

Presentations: 

Youth Academic Award Recognition – Mr. Ed Young turned over the floor to Ms. Jacquie Young to present the outstanding student Congress debater, who is a junior from Chaminade High School, Ms. Priya Rajan. Ms. Young recapped this young lady’s accomplishments in debate and presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation from the West Hills Neighborhood Council.

Public Comment: 

Dr. Daniel Wiseman spoke about the requirement that board members must recuse themselves because of a possible conflict of interest. He feels that there is a better way on handling this. He requested that conflict of interest be put on the agenda for further discussion.

Alec Uzemeck, speaking for the Neighborhood Preservation Committee, advised that they have reached an agreement with Trammel Crow on Corporate Pointe. On behalf of the committee he presented a plaque to Charlene Rothstein for all of her assistance on the Corporate Pointe activity.

Dan Brin reminded everyone about the event sponsored by the Cinema Heritage Project taking place on Saturday, August 8, 2009 at Amalgamated Dynamics, Inc. There are flyers on the table.

Presentation:

Census in Your Community

Board member, Shelly Bright introduced Marycarmen Moran, Partnership Specialist with the US Department of Commerce, US Census Bureau. Ms. Moran advised that the census is done every 10 years and the next one is to be done in 2010. Ms. Moran provided an overview of the importance of the census and how it impacts our community. She advised that they are going into the community to partnership with various agencies to assist in getting the word out about the importance of the census so that no one is left uncounted, how the form has been simplified for ease of completion and how all information submitted is completely confidential and not shared with ANY agencies.

Old Business:

02-0003 – Discussion and possible action re West Hills Street Signage

Mr. Barry Seybert advised that we are waiting on Councilman Smith for sign approval and contribution to sign cost. Mr. Seybert advised that Councilman Smith now states he will help with the cost of the signs but that there are currently no funds. However, Councilman Smith is going item by item to see if he can help.

06-0092 – Santa Susana Mountain Area Committee (SSMAC)

Dr. Wiseman advised that he is requesting guidance from the board on the way the voting should be handled in the committee. Dr. Wiseman presented a document highlighting three possible choices. Mr. Lenske advised that this matter be put on the agenda the August general meeting.

09-0012 – Discussion and possible action to amend proposed West Hills Neighborhood Council’s Resolution urging City of Los Angeles Council to regulate Street Billboards used for advertising on public streets, sidewalks or other city controlled right-of-ways.

Mr. Barry Seybert proposed a resolution urging the City to regulate “Street Billboards,” with strong fines levied against violators. The resolution would be considered separately from an earlier resolution, previously passed by the Council, that calls for regulation of unhitched trailers through the Vehicle Code. The motion for the new resolution was seconded and passed unanimously.

New Business:

09-0024 – Discussion and possible action regarding the proposed West Hills Neighborhood Council’s Resolution relating to the operations of the DWP.

Mr. Barry Seybert read a resolution stating that L.A. must have a DWP Rate Payer Advocate. The Northridge West Council wrote this resolution and they asked the support of all the councils. Dr. Wiseman advised that we have already passed several resolutions on this issue and what this should be is a community impact statement. A motion was made to move this to committee. It was seconded and passed with Mr. Seybert opposing. Dr. Wiseman and Mr. Barry Seybert were named co-chairs of the committee.

09-0025– Discussion and possible action regarding a proposed West Hills Neighborhood Council’s Resolution to challenge the Los Angeles Times for failure to properly recognize the West Hills community in its publication.

Mr. Dan Brin advised the Council that he felt that the Los Angeles Times not only failed to recognize the proper and legal boundaries of West Hills but also refused to cooperate in correcting or responding to its error. Mr. Brin read his proposed resolution (Attachment 2). The motion was seconded. Stakeholder Suzanne Howell spoke against this resolution stating that it was outside the Council’s authority. Motion passed with the addition of the statement “and West Hills Neighborhood Council Board members” added after “suggestions of West Hills residents” in the fourth paragraph. 

09-0028– Discussion and possible action regarding T-Mobil proposed cell phone tower located near Lazy J Ranch Park in the vicinity of Valley Circle Boulevard and Ingomar Street

Mr. Walter Perfect, Zoning & Planning Chair, introduced Mr. Trent Ramirez. Mr. Ramirez of T-Mobile. After some discussion it was determined that there was additional information and notice to the community was needed. It was moved that this matter be postponed. Motion passed.

09-0026 – Discussion and possible action regarding the Neighborhood Council’s voting procedures for March 2010 election

Mr. Edwin Dockus moved that this be continued until next month as Christopher Garcia who was speak on the topic was not present.

09-0027– Discussion and possible action regarding a conditional Use Permit (CUP) located at 22566 Vanowen Street, West Hills

Mr. Walter Perfect advised the board regarding this request and what the property owner was willing to do to accommodate the neighbors. Because of the time constraints and that the Board having other matters the meeting was adjourned.This matter would be continued until next month. Seven stakeholders who had submitted speaker cards were advised that this matter would get priority on the August agenda. 

Meeting adjourned
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