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FINAL

MEETING MINUTES

November 4, 2009

Chaminade College Preparatory, 23260 Saticoy Street, West Hills, CA 91304

Attendance:

Present:  Sandi Bell, Shelly Bright, Dan Brin, Edwin Dockus, Ron Hess, Donn Howell, Etan Lorant, Walter Perfect, Charlene Rothstein, Chris Rowe, Ron Sobel, Stan Staten, Bobbi Trantafello, Alec Uzemeck, Daniel Wiseman, Joanne Yvanek-Garb, Jacquie Young and Jacob Garb.  Arriving late were Ed Young and Barry Seybert.

Absent:  None

Excused:  Carolyn Greenwood, Stephen Lenske, and Bill Rose

Announcements:  

Semee Park from Councilman Smith’s office announced that the Metrolink Holiday express would be running from 6:00 to 6:45 pm as well as having a toy drive on Sunday November 22 at the North Pole Center (Chatsworth Station).

Stephanie Romero stated that there will be more discussions about the medical marijuana issue and that the City Council will be voting on it soon.  Also, that a Council member motioned that there be an Independent Inspector General for the DWP to oversee for the ratepayers.

SLO Sam Sabra said that there would be an increase in auto thefts and break-ins with the upcoming holiday season.  He suggests that we stow our purchases in the trunks of the car and not tempt prospective thieves.

Board Announcements:

Ron Sobel announced that there was a fire in a single-family home on Tuesday on Vanowen.  Also, there was a family dispute that resulted in 1 or 2 deaths.

Jacquie announced that there will be a Budget Committee on November 12 at 6 pm at the 911 Center.

Chris Rowe announced there will be a DTSC meeting next Tuesday.

Charlene Rothstein announced there would be a meeting about the T-Mobile tower at Shomrei Torah on November 10 at 6 pm.

Edwin Dockus said that there is a draft of the new by-laws that have been submitted to the By-laws committee and hopefully there will be a reading of them in December with a vote happening in January.

Ron Sobel announced that there is a new bakery inside the Fields Market – Abraham’s Sweet Bakery.

Opening Business:

Mr. Edwin Dockus called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm and a quorum was established.  The minutes of October 7 were approved as corrected.  Bobbi T. gave the Treasurer’s report.

Public Comment:

Adria Deliberto of LA Parks and Recreation stated that the Halloween Party at Shadow Ranch was a great event with over 200 people attending.  Ron Sobel and Jacob Garb were there to help and work on the event.  Walmart and the Fallbrook stores will be sponsoring flower arranging and gift-wrapping classes at the park.  There will be a blood drive on November 30.

Chris Rowe spoke about Pierce College and how they are spending over $400,000,000 from Prop J money and they are trying to build on the farm land.  That farmland is very valuable and provides necessary training for the Veterinarian Tech programs as well as agriculture programs and is a source of income to the college.  Also, there is no current EIR in place and there should be one to see what the new construction will cause.  She called on us to help save the farmland. 

Jennifer Sanchez from Hightech LA said they will be sponsoring a Monte Carlo night on 11/21 at 6:30 to 10 pm.

Old Business:

02-0003 – Discussion and possible action re West Hills Street Signage

Barry Seybert said that he has been in still further discussions about the placement of 1 sign. Barry Seybert also questioned the height that the signs will be mounted at.  I'm in disagreement of them being mounted at medallions 18' in the air.  I want them lower at a height closer to the existing "West Hills” signage.
06-0092 – Santa Susana Mountain Area Committee (SSMAC)

Dr. Wiseman discussed that on the 14th there will be another meeting on the New Consent Order with NASA and DOE.  There will be the opportunity for a tour of SSFL on either 11/30 or 12/1.  There will be a committee meeting on 11/18 with the agenda being the election of officers of the committee.

NC Elections:

Dan Brin said that there will be 11 Neighborhood Councils from Region A sharing in the printing, addressing and postage for the announcement postcards being sent to everyone in the region announcing the elections and who to contact regarding running for council positions.  Our share will be about $3,000.  Also, we will be able to run an ad in the West Valley News announcing the candidates.  Steve Lenske recommends that we allocate $5,000 for election purposes.  Ed Young thought we had already allocated $5,000 from last year’s budget for the elections.   Dan Brin moved to allocate up to $5,000 for election costs for the March 2010 elections and Etan L seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 14 votes yes and 2 no votes – Shelly Bright and Jacquie Young opposing the motion.

Dr. Wiseman will draft a letter posing a significant objection to the conduct of the election.  We must state our concerns and comments regarding the disenfranchising of voters based on the disallowance of absentee ballots.

09-0032 – Discussion and possible action on proposed resolution on guidelines for placement and composition of cellular phone antennas:

Barry Seybert read the resolution he wrote on cell phone towers.  Barry motioned and Dan Brin seconded that we accept his resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.

New Business:

09-0036 – Discussion and possible action regarding the use of property at the VA Hospital.
Ben Rosen, project manager for “Community of Friends” explained that their organization wanted to tear down current buildings and build 147 studio apartments for vets.  This “New Directions” development would be transitional housing for vets.  Buildings 4 and 5 would be renovated to low cost supportive housing as an interim action.  These buildings are currently being used for psychiatric and spinal cord injury services.  Peggy Burgess brought up the fact that although they state that the buildings have earthquake damage and are unsafe, they are being used for the filming of “Grey’s Anatomy.”  If the production company of this show felt that the buildings were unsafe in any manner, they would not allow their stars and crew to use them.  Peggy asked that we join the coalition of 11 other neighborhood councils to oppose the lease of this property and conversion from a hospital to apartments.  Discussion was informational.  No action was taken by the Board. 

09-0039 – Rate Payer Advocate:  

Dr. Wiseman stated that there are several possibilities for a ratepayer advocate.

09-0040 – Budget Deficit

Dr. Wiseman stated that we are in a major crisis regarding the budget for the city.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 pm.
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