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MEETING MINUTES

January 6, 2010

Chaminade College Preparatory, 23260 Saticoy Street, West Hills, CA 91304

Attendance: 

Present: Sandi Bell, Shelly Bright, Dan Brin, Edwin Dockus, Carolyn Greenwood, Ron Hess, Donn Howell, Stephen Lenske, Walter Perfect, Bill Rose, Charlene Rothstein, Chris Rowe, Barry Seybert, Ron Sobel, Stan Staten, Bobbi Trantafello, Alec Uzemeck, Daniel Wiseman, Ed Young and Jacquie Young 

Absent/Excused: Etan Lorant, Joanne Yvanek-Garb and student representative, Jacob Garb 

Opening Business:

Mr. Stephen Lenske called the meeting to order. Mr. Lenske spoke about our distinguished guests, Los Angeles City Controller Wendy Greuel and Councilman Dennis Zine, both of whom were to make presentations during the meeting. 

Mr. Lenske reminded everyone to show respect when someone is speaking and not disturb others by having side conversations. Mr. Lenske reviewed the various activities that the council has been involved in over the past year and introduced all board members.

Presentation:

Mr. Lenske introduced the first distinguished guest, Los Angeles City Controller Wendy Greuel. Ms. Greuel spoke first about her background, growing up in the valley, attending Kennedy High School and being Councilwoman for the 2nd District. She stated that while Councilwoman she was known as “the pothole queen”. Ms. Greuel stated that this exemplifies her commitment that the citizens of Los Angeles receive the services they deserve.

Ms. Greuel stated that when we think of the Controller’s office we think only about audits. Ms. Greuel advised that there are three main functions of the office. First is the review of accounting practices of all city departments. Second are demand audits (Ms. Greuel explained that an example of this is when the City received the request for lunches for staff involved in the Michael Jackson funeral and the process that her staff went through before approval). Third is auditing (Ms. Greuel advised that in December she released an audit that identified that the City pays its bills too early resulting in the loss of millions of dollars.

Ms. Greuel went on to state that she is focused on accountability. Forty-six of the controller’s recommendations have never been heard by the City Council. Ms. Greuel intends to focus on the implementation of these recommendations.

Board member, Dr. Daniel Wiseman asked Ms. Greuel about the global issue of the budget. Dr. Wiseman stated the budget crisis is very serious; the public is not aware of the seriousness and he asked if bankruptcy is in our future, Ms. Greuel stated that there was the budget crisis as severe as any she has ever experienced, she went onto state that “We are not alone as a city in financial crisis and if bold action is taken, we can avoid bankruptcy. It depends on us having a strong reserve”.

Board member Chris Rowe stated that the LA River has to be cleaned up. Ms. Rowe stated that the DWP is very important for the future of renewable energy and asked about the costs associated with it. Ms. Greuel stated that renewable energy is important but at this time the cost of producing it outweighs not pursuing it. Ms. Rowe also stated that the City Council had voted and approved $480 million dollars to the LA River without any discussion. 

Board member, Ron Sobel stated he was just sent a half sheet of paper by US mail at a cost of 44 cents by the Election Division of the City Clerk’s office when they could have e-mailed it to him, as that is how he submitted the form to them originally. He stated this is a definite waste. Ms. Greuel asked to see the paper after the meeting.

Mr. Lenske then introduced the second distinguished guest, Councilman Dennis Zine. Councilman Zine thanked all in attendance and took the opportunity to present City Certificates to all the West Hills Neighborhood Council board members. Councilman Zine then advised that although he is in his last term, as a resident of West Hills and Councilman, all of his energies are focused on making the quality of life better for members of his district.

Councilman Zine advised that we could not reject cell towers because of radiation issues. The court has made a ruling on that issue. However, we can reject them based on aesthetic value. He has instituted a very aggressive program to reduce the number of towers that affect the quality of life of the residents. Councilman Zine stated he has heard rumors that he doesn’t care and the truth is just the opposite.

Councilman Zine advised that he has generated two motions regarding unhitched trailers. He would like to outlaw them altogether as he sees them as a blight on the area. While that cannot be done at this time, his first motion is to increase the parking ticket fine from the current $48 to $250 and the second motion to tow away the trailers where “no unhitched trailers” signs are posted. There was discussion first questioning whether the City had the right to enact such a law or does State and Federal law supersede City laws. Councilman Zine explained that cities are given the right, under the law, to enact laws regarding parking within their jurisdiction. There was additional discussion that the owners of the trailers would just hitch a vehicle to the trailers to circumvent the law. Councilman Zine advised that this is within their rights but they would still be subject to the 72-hour requirement.

A stakeholder raised the question of when was the signal going to be completed on Victory Boulevard between Royer and Fallbrook. Councilman Zine advised that this has been a thorn as all the material is there but General Growth, which is one of the owners involved, has been dragging their feet and are now involved in receivership. Councilman Zine has proposed pulling their bond and he recently heard they plan to break ground this February or March on the signal installation.

Councilman Zine invited everyone to meet Huel Howser at 7:30 p.m. at the Sage Brush Cantina. Councilman Zine advised that Bob McCord, owner of the Cantina and long time valley supporter, died recently and the new owner of the cantina has vowed to retain its charm.

Councilman Zine advised all in attendance that if they have a large lot they should have a water sub-meter installed to save sewer charges. A sub-meter would allow them to be charged only for the water used in the residence that is flushed through the sewer system not the water used to water their lawn, trees or plants.

Councilman Zine advised that he is using funds from the street furniture fund to fund the LAPD camera system that will be used to maintain the safety in the area. The councilman also advised that they are doing probation searches. They are doing home searches between 5 and 6 a.m. and if the person on probation is not home their probation will be vacated they will be returned to jail. This is an additional effort toward the removal of graffiti. When you see graffiti call it in and if the perpetrator is caught there is a $1,000 reward.

Public Comment: 

Mr. Tom Soong, from DONE, was present and advised that their staff has been reduced to 35 employees but they continue to work hard on the upcoming election. Mr. Soong thanked board member, Mr. Dan Brin for developing a card with information on the election and advised that it is being used in other areas of the city. Mr. Soong advised that there will be a second neighborhood council training held on January 14, 2010. Board member Ms. Chris Rowe stated she was disappointed when she and other board members attended the first session and received no new information. Mr. Soong advised that this training is mainly tailored to those new to the neighborhood council system.  It is government 101.

Mr. Soong advised that they are working with the Mayor’s office on the 2010 census in the San Fernando Valley.

Dr. Daniel Wiseman acknowledged the presence of representatives from the Northridge and Winnetka Neighborhood Councils.

Minutes – After some discussion, board member Jacquie Young moved that the minutes be accepted as corrected. Motion passed  

Old Business:

02-0003– Discussion and possible action re West Hills Street Signage

Mr. Walter Perfect advised that we are waiting for the purchase order from DONE.

Board Announcements & Committee Reports
Board member, Mr. Dan Brin advised that the communication committee would meet monthly at 6 p.m. at Chaminade prior to our monthly board meeting. Mr. Brin requested that all committee chairs report when and where they meet so that the information may be posted to the website.

Board member, Ms. Chris Rowe advised that a DTSC meeting is coming up. Ms. Rowe said she is planning on having a meeting on water and in association with board member, Ms. Joanne Yvanek-Garb; Ms. Yvanek-Garb proposed to have a town hall meeting on health care.

Board member, Mr. Alec Uzemeck advised that SSMAC is meeting on January 27, 2010 to reexamine its mission statement.

Board member, Mr. Walter Perfect advised that planning issues have come to a halt. The only thing active at this time is cell towers. Also, Mr. Perfect investigated why crews are digging up the main streets in West Hills. Mr. Perfect was advised that we are the last area to be connected to downtown for the purpose of traffic flow. There are cameras mounted on poles for this purpose and they hope to complete the project within a year.

Co-chair, Edwin Dockus advised that the by-laws committee will be meeting soon.

Board member, Mr. Barry Seybert advised that his resolutions on unhitched trailers are being presented before the entire Valley Alliance.

Budget chair, Ms. Jacquie Young advised that funding request are waiting the West Hills Neighborhood Council finalized budget. Ms. Young advised anyone that is interested in requesting monies from the council should use the application on our website.

Board member, Mr. Ron Hess advised he is looking at trying to correct the website and bringing it more current. 

Board member, Ms. Shelly Bright advised that May 2, 2010, Mayor’s Day of Service is the next beautification day. Ms. Bright advised that DWP is very close to agreeing to paint the boxes in West Hills the color we selected.

Board member, Ms. Charlene Rothstein advised that the plan for the cell tower adjacent to Shomrei Torah is ready. There is to be a meeting next Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.

Board member, Mr. Ron Sobel advised that he has met with Parks and Recreation regarding potential property to build a senior center. Right now he is looking at the Lederer property on Sherman Way across from the post office. Board member, Mr. Bill Rose advised that he believes there is a stipulation on that piece of property that it never be developed. Mr. Sobel will investigate.

Government Relations Liaison, Daniel Wiseman, after a pre-meeting Power Point display of the Mayor’s Budget Survey, described the Survey as “faulted, still” but “still the best Survey any Mayor’s Office has produced, so far.  He encouraged everyone, Board Members and other Stakeholders to complete the Survey and to take the opportunity to send their specific concerns, understandings and suggestions to the many “links” offered.  Many of the “links” go to key and basic City Financial Reports.  He asked all to pay special attention and to send messages to the Mayor and the NC Budget Representatives using the “More Info”, “Contact” and “Take Action” links on every page.  These messages will be gathered, analyzed and reported to the Public, to the Mayor’s Offices and to the City Council by your NC Budget Representatives (Daniel Wiseman, Barbara Monahan-Burke and Al Abrams).

9:55 meeting adjourned 
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