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FINAL

MEETING MINUTES

March 3, 2010

Chaminade College Preparatory, 23260 Saticoy Street, West Hills, CA 91304

Attendance: 

Present: Sandi Bell, Shelly Bright, Dan Brin, Edwin Dockus, Carolyn Greenwood, Donn Howell, Stephen Lenske, Walter Perfect, Charlene Rothstein, Bill Rose, Chris Rowe, Ron Sobel, Stan Staten, Bobbi Trantafello, Alec Uzemeck, Daniel Wiseman, Joanne Yvanek-Garb, Ed Young and Jacquie Young. 

Absent/Excused: Barry Seybert 

Unexcused: Ron Hess and Etan Lorant

Opening Business:

Mr. Stephen Lenske called the meeting to order. Mr. Lenske reminded everyone to show respect when someone is speaking and not to disturb others by having side conversations.  Mr. Lenske asked all present, that, although we do not have refreshments tonight, to please be sure to remove anything that you may have brought in. We enjoy the use of this facility and wish to continue to be welcome.

Mr. Lenske said that, with the election having taken place yesterday, everyone on the board has been extremely proactive and congenial with the intent to make our community a better place in which to live.

Co-chair, Mr. Edwin Dockus thanked everyone on the board and all who voted in the election yesterday.

Mr. Dockus went on to state there would be a special bylaws meeting. After some discussion, the date was set as March 17th, 7 p.m., at Chaminade. This is a mandatory meeting and it is open to all stakeholders. 

Announcements:

Dr. Daniel Wiseman gave an overview of the new possible merge of DONE with CDD. Dr. Wiseman advised that there was a very important meeting on March 13th at City Hall regarding what is happening with the City and he encouraged all to attend.

Ms. Chris Rowe advised that she attended BONC and the Education and Neighborhoods Committee meeting. She is expected to bring back any input on the running of the election by the City Clerk to the Education and Neighborhoods Committee, BONC, DONE, and the City Clerk. 

Ms. Stephanie Romero, Deputy Field Representative from Council District 3, congratulated those present on the turnout for the election yesterday and particularly Mr. Dan Brin for his work in publicizing the election.

Ms. Romero advised that Councilman Zine’s motion regarding the billboard trailers is going before the Council this Friday. Also toward eliminating this blight, AB2756 to ban billboards on trailers and trucks parked on public streets has been introduced by Assemblymen Bob Blumefield and Mike Feuer. No hearings on the bill have yet been scheduled.

Senior Lead Officer, Sam Sabra invited all present to the Topanga Station’s open house on March 27th. Officer Sabra also invited everyone to the West Hills Neighborhood Watch meeting on March 8th at 7 p.m. There will be several speakers talking about traffic safety. This topic was chosen because of the increase in pedestrian fatalities in the West Valley.

Minutes – Meeting Minutes from February 3, 2010 were presented for review. After some discussion and minor corrections, the minutes were approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Bobbi Trantafello was advised that the City will consider paying from the council’s rollover funds financial commitments made prior to April 20th. She has been told it is important to get the information to the City promptly. Anything approved after April will have to come out of this year’s funds. Ms. Trantafello is not sure of the amount remaining for this year as she has been unable to obtain information on outstanding monies owed to Apple One.

Mr. Ron Sobel advised that crews are digging up streets all over West Hills in an effort to synchronize the traffic signals.

Mr. Dan Brin posed the question of what to do with the lawn signs distributed for the election. After some discussion, it was decided that they should be turned in and they will be put in storage for use at the next election. Mr. Brin also advised that Adria Deliberto, who has been the Director at Shadow Ranch Park and has worked so well with the council, has been reassigned to Panorama City. Ms. Deliberto’s assistant is the new director of Shadow Ranch. Mr. Brin also asked that any concerns, complaints, etc. regarding the election be forwarded to him and he in turn will forward them to Saul Daniels. Mr. Daniels is the person who led Region A’s successful experiment in cooperation for the elections.

Ms. Shelly Bright advised she continues to work with Councilman Zine on the next Beautification Day. Ms. Bright advised that there is a breakthrough in graffiti removal. There is now a chemical available, that when sprayed on the graffiti, only removes the graffiti and not the original paint. She is working on having a demonstration of the process for the council.

Ms. Charlene Rothstein advised that the Zoning and Planning Committee is continuing to work with T-Mobile and is about ready to have its plans come before the board. Ms. Rothstein asked if the council wanted to participate in Citrus Sunday again this year. The response was yes and Ms. Rothstein volunteered to chair the project.

Mr. Walter Perfect advised that Zoning & Planning will hold a meeting on March 9th, 6:30 at Chaminade High School. It is a big meeting and the topics to be discussed are the proposed church at 22900 W. Saticoy, T-Mobile cell towers and a solar panel installation.

Mr. Edwin Dockus asked that anyone wishing to have a copy of the bylaws to review before the March 17th meeting to see him after the meeting.

Ms. Jacquie Young asked who is in charge of the council’s e-mail list and why didn’t we send out an e-mail, such as one she received from Chatsworth, to inform them of the candidates certified for the WHNC.  Mr. Dan Brin advised that the e-mail lists we have accumulated are a mess and many of those on the list are really not vested in West Hills. Mr. Lenske advised that Ron Hess is currently working on the e-mail list and has agreed to continue working on it even if he is not elected to the new board.

Ms. Chris Rowe advised that she is going to the Boy Scouts with Ms. Shelly Bright to seek their assistance for the next Beautification project.  Ms. Rowe also stated that she has been asked by VANC to report on any comments on the elections.  She is also reporting to Christopher Garcia in the City Clerk’s office.

Dr. Daniel Wiseman gave an update on the ongoing budget crisis and a list of upcoming meetings in the next few weeks that he encouraged all to attend.

Public Comment: 

Co-chair, Mr. Edwin Dockus explained what constituted public comment and that each speaker would be given two minutes to speak.

Ms. Jacquie Young stated she just wanted to advise the board of the existence of the West Hills Optimist Club. Ms. Young stated it is a valid organization and has been in existence for years. It is only after the earthquake damaged their meeting place that they began to meet in Northridge. Ms. Young stated she felt it was necessary to do this because members of the organization were not allowed to vote in the election yesterday.

Old Business:

09-0001 – Discussion and possible action to amend funding of community outreach programs which include the funding of TAC lights and other equipment to the LAPD Topanga Station.

After discussion about the necessity of amending the original motion, it was moved that we amend the motion to read  “We approve $5000 for TAC lights and other necessary equipment for the LAPD Topanga Station.” Motion passed with 15 ayes, 3 nays and no abstentions.

New Business:

0010-04 – Discussion and possible action regarding Conditional Use Permit (CUP) by Numero Uno located at 24335 Victory Boulevard, West Hills

Mr. Walter Perfect advised that the owner of the Numero Uno wishes to apply for a CUP to sell beer and wine onsite. This location accommodates 48 people and is open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Beer and wine will be sold onsite and will not be available for take-out. This location does not meet any of the three conditions that would prohibit the owner from being eligible to apply for the CUP.

Mr. Perfect moved that we approve the application for a CUP to sell beer and wine by the Numero Uno located at 24335 Victory Boulevard. Motion passed unanimously.

Government Relations Report:

Dr. Daniel Wiseman requested that we first appoint representatives for the LANCC/Budget LA and Mayor’s Budget Day. Mr. Lenske appointed Dr. Wiseman and Joanne Yvanek-Garb to represent and vote on behalf of the West Hills Neighborhood Council.

Dr. Wiseman advised that there have been more than 7,500 hits on the Mayor’s Budget website and more than 1,900 comments. Dr. Wiseman continues to review the 1,900 comments and will be submitting a report on them. Dr. Wiseman gave an update on the state of the City’s budget situation and what the merger of DONE into the CDD could possibly mean for the council.

Mr. Lenske encouraged all who attend meetings on behalf of the council to submit summaries so that they can be disseminated to the board and stakeholders to facilitate a clearer understanding of what is being presented at the meetings.

Mr. Dockus advised those present that next month it is necessary to elect new board officers. 

9:20 - meeting adjourned 
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