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To: Councilman Dennis Zine
3" Cquncil District *

From: T ispbn, General Manager
Départment of Transportation

Subject: Valley Circle Boulevard and Highlander Road

This is the follow-up report to the traffic control modifications at the intersection of Valley
Circle Boulevard at Highlander Road. The Department of Transportation (DOT)
planned to reassess the operation of this intersection after approximately three months
with the new traffic pattern to determine if any additional traffic control devices are
warranted.

As part of this effort, a new comprehensive traffic engineering study for the installation
of a traffic signal at this intersection has been conducted. The investigation included
new traffic volume counts, an updated analysis of reported accidents and numerous
field observations of roadway conditions and traffic characteristics.

The recent installation of the two-way left turn lane provides a refuge area for east and
westbound left turning motorists. It is well utilized. In addition, the trimming of the
bushes has improved visibility at this intersection. Based on numerous field
observations of this intersection, this operation is orderly. There have been no reported
accidents at this intersection during this three-month period.

The engineering review and supporting traffic data show no compelling need for a traffic
signal at this time. Traffic signals are installed for the purpose of alternating the right-of-
way where a relatively large volume of conflicting vehicular or pedestrian traffic prevail
or where a need for more restrictive control of right-of-way assignment has been
demonstrated. As shown in the attachment, the existing traffic volume on Highlander
Road is only 0% to 48%, depending on the particular measure, of the threshold values
which would normally justify traffic signal control.

However, DOT will periodically monitor the traffic conditions along Valley Circle
Boulevard and assess the operation of the intersection of Valley Circle Boulevard at
Highland Road to determine the need for any additional traffic controls that may become

necessary.
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