The WEST HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL’s
SANTA SUSANA MOUNTAIN AREA COMMITTEE
DRAFT MINUTES (Revised:  04/18/09)
WEDNESDAY, March 26, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.
 

1.      The Meeting was CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m. by Acting Chairperson Chris Rowe.

2.      DEFINITION of SSMAC & CONDUCT OF SSMAC MEETINGS:
 
       The SSMAC is a Standing Committee of the Los Angeles City-Chartered West Hills
        Neighborhood Council (WHNC).

        We are a gathering of WHNC Stakeholders, that is; anyone who lives works, owns property
        and/or has a declared interest in West Hills.

         This Committee has as its policy to Engage ALL interested parties, including:
         (1)  All WHNC Stakeholders
         (2)  City, State & Federal Regulatory Agencies
         (3)  Other City, County, State & Federal Agencies & Organizations
         (4)  Current & potential Owners, Operators and Staff Members of the   
                the properties of Concern  (most of whom who are, by definition, 
                WHNC Stakeholders, anyway)
         (5). Environmental Activists
         (6) Health and Environmental Experts

         As with any Official Government Organization in the State of California, we are bound
         by the Ralph M. Brown Act.   Public Comment, the Participation  of all interested parties
         and involved government agencies and Preparation  for our meetings is actively
         encouraged.  

         We come together to learn about, to share our experiences, to discuss and to develop NC
         related recommendations regarding the environmental conditions of our NC’s
         neighborhood and all sides of the Santa Susana Mountain.

         We welcome and will consider all opinions but have a zero-tolerance for unseemly
         behaviors, foul language and personal attacks in our meetings and in our dealings with
         others.

 

4.    IN ATTENDANCE

       (1)  All WHNC Stakeholders
                      Chris Rowe, Acting Chairperson
                      Joanne Yvanek-Garb, Acting Secretary  
                      Wally Perfect
                      Charlene Rothstein
                      Barry Seybert
                      Dan Brin
                      Alec Uzemeck
                      Adam Salkin
                          
           (2)  City, County, State & Federal Regulatory Agencies
                           Stephie Jennings – D.O.E./E.T.E.C. – In Charge of the (E.I.S.)
                                                             Evironmental Impact Statement for Area IV
                            Thomas Johnson – D.O.E./E.T.E.C. – Federal Project Director
                            John Wondolleck, CDM – Contracted by DOE to produce the
                                                                        SSFL Area IV E.I.S. for the D.O.E.
                            Rich Schassburger – D.O.E., San Francisco
                            Mike Moore  - D.O.E., Washington, D.C.
                            Merrilee Fellows – N.A.S.A. – Manager, Community Involvement
                                                                               for Environmental Cleanup 
           (3)  Other City, County, State & Federal Agencies & Organizations
                       Linda Stone – Santa Susana Mountain Parks Association (SSMPA)
                       Warren Stone – Vice President, SSMPA
           (4)  Current & potential Owners, Operators and Staff Members of the   
                 the properties of Concern  (most of whom who are, by definition, 
                 WHNC Stakeholders, anyway)
                            Tom Eisenhauer – Resource Renewal Group (Consultant to the
                                                             Boeing Corp for the  Santa Susana Field Lab)
           (5)  Environmental Activists 

           (6) Health and Environmental Experts
                            Al Saur, Ph.D. – Physicist from Atomics International (Retired)

  

5.       AREA OF CONCERN:  CORPORATE POINTE @ WEST HILLS

After an introduction of attendees, it was decided that the visitors should be given an overview of Corporate Pointe and its relationship to SSFL. The discussion addressed the L.A. City Planning Commission’s decision (CPC 20007-237-ZC-CPA-SP) which assigns an M-1 (“light manufacturing”) zone and multiple, conditional use limitations for the entire property.  

Some of the evidence for past activities with radionuclides was described.


6.       AREA OF CONCERN – CHATSWORTH RESERVOIR

Barry Seybert suggested that, in conjunction with Earth Day celebrations at the Chatsworth Nature Preserve, perhaps Boeing should arrange bus tours of the facility.  This idea was met with enthusiasm by all in attendance, but April 5 would be too soon to arrange the tours

7.       AREA OF CONCERN – ORCUTT RANCH

Concerns about the sources of the perchlorates found in Dayton Canyon and at Orcutt Ranch were discussed.  Charlene Rothstein has indicated that there is some concern for contamination of the fruit that is grown at Orcutt Ranch, and that there are community gardens there, as well

 

8.       AREA OF CONCERN – SANTA SUSANA FIELD LAB
      a.  Chris Rowe then introduced Norm Reilly’s email outlining DTSC’s position on
           SSFL (attached).

      b.  Chris Rowe then introduced Kamara Sam’s email into the meeting (attached).

      c.  Chris Rowe also read most of an email from Molly O’Brien from Senator
           Feinstein’s office that discussed. It described legislation that Senator Boxer and
           Senator Feinstein are championing that will give compensation to more workers
           or their family members that who worked at the SSFL for a certain duration.

      d.  Announcements included that the LARWQCB will be meeting on May 7th and
           8th in Ventura to discuss the Boeing Stormwater runoff permits. Comments are
           due to Cassandra Owens by April 15th.

      e.  DTSC will be having have a meeting on April 20 in Chatsworth to discuss the
           latest RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI for Group 5).

      f.  Tom Eisenhauer attended the meeting.  His firm, Renewable Resource
           Group, was recently hired by Boeing. Mr. Eisenhauer is speaking with
           representatives of the community to determine their issues with the SSFL.

      g.  Thomas Johnson stated that DOE and the government has spent over $178
           million on remediation of the facility, already. 

           They are committed to spending $40 million for the gamma survey of Area 4.
            Once, there were 272 numbered structures on the hill and 248 have been
            destroyed. Only 24 buildings remain.   The gamma survey would scan large
            areas to identify hot spots. The equipment is sensitive and would identify alpha,
            beta and gamma radiation.

           Upon completion of the survey, additional sampling will be done. The estimated
           cost of cleanup is from about $67 million to $100 million.  An Environmental
           Impact Statement will be completed, hopefully, by ? .  The DOE findings will be
           submitted to the DTSC.

      h.  Chris stated that it is important to identify cultural sites and endangered species
           prior to conducting the gamma surveys. An archeological survey and a survey of
           the biota should be in place so that when interim measures are necessary, an
           exemption to CEQA is not made. Stephie Jennings reported that there will be a
           Cultural Resource Survey to identify all cultural aspects of AREA IV and make
           sure that all endangered fauna and flora are identified.

      i.  The EPA is doing offsite sampling studies for background comparisons . This
           background study should be done by May, 2010. DOE is responsible for 4 out of
           10 RFI groups (Groups 5, 6, 7 and 8).  Three of these groups are done and the
           fourth, Group 7, is due in June. The second round of sampling for Groups 6 and
           8 are in process and  awaiting comments from DTSC.

           EPA has done sampling of the Area 4 buffer zone. Approximately 2,000 samples
           have been done. It needs to do a full characterization of the area. Two thousand
           additional samples have been identified and 10,000 samples are proposed. The
           results will be rolled into the EIS 18 months after completion.

          Thomas Johnson explained the concept of half-lives based on the original
          concentrations of cesium and strontium.

      j.  The DOE & NASA Representatives were asked about the Sodium Reactor
          Experiment (SRE). One of the national labs stated that the reactor release could
          not have been as bad as some feared because the area/building was
          decontaminated and brought back on line shortly thereafter. Keep in mind that a
          SRE produced 20 megawatts of power and that a typical reactor produces 100
          megawatts of power.

          Al Saur was one of the physicists responsible for developing the model of “worst
          case scenarios” when moving a SNAP 10 reactor from SSFL to Vandenburg Air
          Force Base.  He considered what would have happened if the truck carrying the
          reactor crashed into a gas tanker.

      k.  Another area of concern was the RAD characterization in surrounding areas,
           such as Dayton Canyon, Runkle Canyon, etc.  Mr. Johnson stated that the RAD
           characterization would start in AREA IV and move out from there if samples
           showed the necessity.   Stephie Jennings stated that the DOE will respond to
           everyone’s comments. The agency wants to begin a dialogue on risk factors,
           risk assessments and ecological risks.

      l.  Barry brought up the threat to ground water. He has an underground spring on his
          property and is concerned about growing anything on his land. This is a concern
          for many people.

This meeting was characterized as productive and positive by the attendees. 

Respectfully submitted,

 Joanne Yvanek-Garb, Acting Secretary, SSMAC
ADDENDA:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Norm Riley <nriley@dtsc.ca.gov>

Sent: Tue, 24 Mar 2009 8:05 pm
Subject: Re: Santa Susana Mountain Area Committee Meeting
 
1.  DTSC expects an agreement  to be reached (a Consent Decree between
    DTSC and the Boeing Corp.).
2.  If an agreement is not reached, DTSC will issue the order unilaterally.
3.  Our goal remains 2017 and we will do our best to achieve that. Factors
    beyond our control (e.g., completion of the EPA survey of Area IV ) could
    delay the cleanup.
4.  There's no reason to "hope" for characterization of contamination outside
    the limits of the facility.  If we find that contamination has gone
    offsite, DTSC will require the respondible parties to take appropriate
    response action.  There should be no question about that in the minds of
    community members.
5.  The next step after characterization is an evaluation of potentially
    useful cleanup technologies.  We call this a "feasibility study."
6.  After a remedy is selected, the chosen remedy (or remedies) will be 
    implemented.
7.  There is confirmation sampling to assure that cleanup goals have been
    achieved.  In cases where constructed remedies work over a long period of
    time (e.g., groundwater pump and treat systems), there will be ongoing
    operation and maintenance activity and oversight.
8.  Boeing and NASA have both indicated interest in donating their SSFL
    properties to the State or some other entity for creation of a park, but
    we do not have that commitment in writing.  (The LOI that addressed this
    possibility was nonbinding.) Should Boeing and NASA decide to donate
    their lands, the procedures that will be followed by Boeing and NASA will
    differ because one is a private concern and the other is a federal agency.
 
The EIR will be done before final remedy selection.  I hope these answers are 
informative.
From: Sams, Kamara <Kamara.Sams@boeing.com>
To: EcoMom2000@aol.com
Cc: Thomas Eisenhauer <teisenhauer@renewablegroup.com>
Sent: Wed, 25 Mar 2009 4:56 pm
Subject: Tonight's meeting - updates
Chris, 
Here are some key Santa Susana updates to share during tonight's
meeting:
 
*   To date, Boeing has submitted agency-required work plans and
reports on schedule, which includes 7 of the 11 RFI reports.
 
*   Group 5 RFI Report is available either online,
HYPERLINK "http://www.dtsc-ssfl.com/" \t "_blank" www.dtsc-ssfl.com , in the DTSC Chatsworth office or the three
repositories (libraries) Woodland Hills, Northridge and Simi Valley.
The public comment period began on March 16 and ends on May 14.
 
*   Group 1A RFI Draft Report was submitted to DTSC on February 6.
(This report includes the Area I landfill, CTL-I, APTF and Canyon.)
 
*   Group 10 RFI Draft Report was submitted to DTSC on March 13.
(This report includes the undeveloped land.)
 
*   Boeing submitted the revised work plan for lead shot cleanup to
DTSC February 13.  Once approved by DTSC, clean up will begin in the
summer.
 
*   Boeing submitted the Regional Water Quality Control Board
Interim Source Removal Action (ISRA) Work Plan February 13 (a RWQCB
Order requirement), which involves soil clean-up at Outfalls 8 and 9.
 
 
Kamara| Noelle| Sams
Environmental Communications
The Boeing Company
ofc  818.466.8793
cell 818.297.4797

