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                      Hello Topanga Area! 
Canoga Park, West Hills, Woodland Hills, and Winnetka 

 
Hello Topanga Area!  The City of Los Angeles and the 

Los Angeles Police Department held its Grand Opening 

of the 21st police patrol division (Topanga Station) on 

January 3rd.  Approximately 2,000 people attended this 

historic event. Tours of the station, displays of vehicles, 

equipment used throughout the LAPD, and a "Taste of 

Topanga" offering visitors a taste of the local cuisine 

were all part of this event.  Special guests included the 

Mayor of the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Police 

Department Chief William J. Bratton, City Council 

members Greig Smith and Dennis P. Zine, and many 

more.     

 

The Grand Opening ceremony had many highlights and 

began with SWAT demonstrating a tactical approach of 

a vehicle with hostile suspects.  A multi-agency color 

guard representing the spirit of open cooperation 

between the agencies that service the area followed the 

demonstration.  This Color Guard consisted of members 

from the Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles 

County Sheriff's Department, Ventura County Sheriff’s 

Department, California Highway Patrol, Los Angeles 

Fire Department, and Los Angeles Police Explorers.   

An eye watering rendition of our National Anthem was 

performed by the El Camino High School Choir and 

Camarata.  We received a Native American blessing and 

traditional sage burning ceremony from the  

Gabrielino-Tongva tribe.  Athletes from the Special 

Olympics presented Captain John Sherman with the 

ceremonial key to the station. 

 

The ceremony concluded with a ribbon cutting for the 

Topanga Station and a simultaneous cake cutting 

celebrating the LAPD's 140th birthday.   

 

 

In Topanga’s parking lot, everyone had the opportunity 

to see displays such as the various types of equipment 

that the LAPD uses around the city including:  the 

Underwater Dive Unit, Off Road vehicles, “T-3” 

electric scooters, S.W.A.T. tactical equipment, Mobile 

Command Post vehicles, and the Los Angeles Police 

Mounted Unit just to name a few.   There were also 

displays of Los Angeles Fire Department vehicles and 

some vintage LAPD vehicles. 

 

Tours of the new station were given to show off the 

54,000 square foot building with explanations of 

Detective operations, specialized units (Gang Detail, 

Narcotics, Vice), Front Desk, Roll call room, Equipment 

room and the state of the art Watch Commander's office.  

Topanga Station was built with $36,000,000 of funds 

from the Proposition Q fund. 

 

A great selection of Topanga Area businesses wanted to 

share in this historic event and provided a "Taste of 

Topanga" with food samples for visitors.  Thank you to 

all the vendors and businesses, it was wonderful.   

 

We would like to thank all the visitors, dignitaries, 

companies, volunteers, and everyone that came out to 

support the event and helped make the Grand Opening a 

great success.    

 

On the Friday following our Grand Opening, all 

Topanga personnel were individually inspected by Chief 

William J. Bratton.  He had high praise for the men and 

women of Topanga and especially for its Commanding 

Officer Captain John Sherman whose absolutely tireless 

(doesn’t he ever sleep?) dedication and motivation has 

truly created the finest Patrol Division ever.  
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Topanga station now employs approximately 260 

personnel and began serving the areas of Canoga Park, 

Winnetka, West Hills, and Woodland Hills on January 

4th, 2009.  The personnel that chose to come to 

Topanga Station are some of the hardest working 

officers in the area.  In the first 3 weeks of being 

operational, the officers handled an amazing 266 arrests, 

382 filed interviews, and wrote 545 tickets (hey, let's 

slow down a bit out there). 

 

With a new station there will be some change, and we 

will work on making the transition as smooth as 

possible.  If you live in the area serviced by Topanga 

and need to speak with a Police Officer, you will need 

to know the address and phone numbers of YOUR new 

Topanga Station.  Your Senior Lead Officers (SLO’s) 

remain the same except for the northern portion of West 

Hills which is now handled by Senior Lead Officer Sam 

Sabra and a portion of Canoga Park north of Roscoe that 

will be handled by Senior Lead Officer Alex Padron.  If 

you are not sure who your Senior Lead Officer is, then 

please call (818) 756-3070 and we will be glad to tell 

you who your SLO is and why they are important to 

you.  We will be changing the names of some of our 

Neighborhood Watch meetings to more accurately 

reflect the area they serve by "Basic Car" instead of the 

rather confusing community names by compass 

direction ("South Canoga Park, North West Hills, etc). 

 

Senior Lead Officers (SLO) for Topanga Division: 

 

SLO Sam Sabra, Basic Car 21A1   
(Covering the North part of West Hills including part of 

South Chatsworth near the Chatsworth Reservoir) 

Office (818) 756-3074    Cell (818) 731-2558   

Email   34819@lapd.lacity.org 

The 21A1 / 21A43  Basic Car meeting will be held on 

the 2
nd

 Monday of the month 7 PM at Topanga Station. 

SLO Sabra will also handle the group formerly known 

as the 17A83 Basic Car Meeting that Topanga took over 

from Devonshire Division.  This meeting is for the area 

north of Roscoe Blvd to Plummer St, West of Topanga 

Canyon Blvd.  The meeting will be at the Valley 

Dispatch Center 22222 Roscoe Blvd on the 2
nd

 

Wednesday of the month at 7 PM. 

 

SLO Janet Zumstien, Basic Car 21A43   
(Covering the South part of West Hills) 

Office (818) 756-3188    Cell (818) 731-2570    

Email   24571@lapd.lacity.org    

The 21A43 meeting will be combined with the 21A1 

Basic Car meeting and will be held on the 2
nd

 Monday 

of the month at Topanga Station at 7PM. 

 

 

SLO Brent Rygh, Basic Car 21A73 

(Covering Woodland Hills- West of Topanga Cyn)  

Office (818) 756-3075    Cell (818) 731-2581   

Email   30450@lapd.lacity.org    

The 21A73 meeting will be combined with the 21A97 

meeting and held on the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month at the 

Woodland Hills Library located at 22200 Ventura Blvd 

at 6:30 PM for February.  The location of the 

21A73/21A97 (Woodland Hills) meetings may change 

in March, so stay tuned for further information. 

 

SLO Charles "Sean" Dinse, Basic Car 21A97  
(Woodland Hills- East of Topanga)  

Office (818) 756-3076    Cell (818) 731-2568    

Email  34420@lapd.lacity.org    

The 21A97 meeting will be held the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the 

month at the Woodland Hills Library 22200 Ventura 

Blvd. at 6:30 PM for February.  The location of the 

21A73/21A97 (Woodland Hills) meetings may change 

in March, so stay tuned for further information.  

 

SLO Jericho "Jerry" Velazquez, Basic Car 21A57   
(Covering South Canoga Park and Topanga malls Office)  

Office (818) 756-3073    Cell (818) 731-2578   

Email 31026@lapd.lacity.org     

The 21A57 Basic Car meeting will be held on the 3
rd

 

Tuesday of the month, at 20830 Sherman Way (Valley 

Village) at 7 PM.  

 

SLO Alexis "Alex" Padron, Basic Car 21A5 
(Covering North Canoga Park) 

Office (818) 756-3191   Cell (818) 731-2583   

Email  32977@lapd.lacity.org     

The 21A5 Basic Car meeting will be held on the 2
nd

 

Tuesday of the month at Topanga Station at 6:30 PM.   

 

SLO Jose Maldonado, Basic Car 21A29   
(Covering Winnetka)   

Office (818) 756-3079     Cell (818) 731-2569   

Email  23639@lapd.lacity.org     

The 21A29 Basic Car meeting will be held on the 2
nd

 

Thursday of the month at 6844 Oakdale Ave at 7PM. 

 

These "Basic Car" meetings cover the entire area 

that your Senior Lead Officer is responsible for.  If 

you would like to start up a smaller Neighborhood 

Watch group in your area, contact your Senior Lead 

Officer for advice and assistance.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

                                      What is going on  

                                      in my area? 

 

 
We would like to keep you informed on the crime 

activity in your area.  This segment contains some of the 

activity in Topanga Division, but it is not intended to 

reflect all of the crimes in your area.  For the most 

current updates for your neighborhood, please visit 

www.lapdonline.org 
 

Burglary from motor vehicle (stealing stuff from inside 

a car) is consistently the number one crime every month 

in the Topanga Division.  In most instances the items 

that are stolen are left out in plain sight and include GPS 

devices, laptops, purses, briefcases, cell phones, and 

IPods.  If you must leave these valuable items in your 

car, please take the time to stash them out of sight.  

Thieves will smash out a window to take your 

valuables.  
 

Financial crimes are on the rise and one of the current 

trends involves US Postal Money Orders.  There are 

many variations of the scheme but they all involve you 

depositing the money order in your bank, and giving (or 

wire transferring) some of the money back.  After a few 

days your bank charges you back the amount, and there 

is no way to trace the wire transfer.  Be wary of anyone 

wanting to pay you with a money order, especially if 

they ask you to wire transfer money back to them.  Take 

any US Postal Money Orders directly to the Post Office 

and they can help you check if it is valid.  Remember if 

it sounds too good to be true, or even a little fishy, then 

it's almost certainly a scam. 
 

There was an Attempted Murder in the 7300 block of 

Millwood Ave (Canoga Park).  This incident appears to 

be rival gang members in a confrontation over graffiti. 
 

A Street Robbery occurred in the area of Roscoe Blvd 

and Topanga Canyon Blvd.  The suspect was described 

as an African-American male (age?).  He approached 

the victim and asked for money, then simulated a 

handgun and demanded money 
 

Patrol Officers arrested a male and female driving a 

stolen vehicle near Roscoe Blvd and Corbin Ave and 

were able to return the vehicle to its owner. 

 

Topanga Narcotics arrested 5 people allegedly involved 

in the sales of Narcotics near Roscoe Blvd and Canoga 

Ave. 

Topanga Vice received an anonymous tip through the 

LAPD website (www.lapdonline.org) about prostitution 

activity.  From this tip the Vice Unit was able to follow 

up and make an arrest for prostitution activity in an 

apartment near Saticoy St and Oso Ave. 
 

On January 11
th
, 2009 a medical marijuana facility “HC 

Remedies” at 21146 Ventura Blvd. closed its operations.   

This location was the subject of numerous community 

complaints and a search warrant service was served by 

the Drug Enforcement Agency. 
 

Topanga Vice acted on tips from the Senior Lead Office 

and made 9 arrests in 4 days surrounding a liquor store 

near Sherman Way and Shoup Ave.  The arrests 

included 5 for drinking in public and 4 for gambling. 
 

Topanga Narcotics took part in a search warrant that 

involved several different locations including one near 

the 22000 block of Oxnard St.  This operation resulted 

in the seizure of approximately 3,000 marijuana plants. 
 

Patrol Officers arrested a known gang member for spray 

paint vandalism.  Due to the painting of the gang name, 

this case may be filed as a felony crime. 
 

Topanga Senior Lead Officers responded to a radio call 

where the suspect was armed with a gun and pointing it 

at someone, threatening to kill them.  The suspect fled 

before officers arrived but were able to locate him in his 

apartment and took him into custody without injury. 
 

You can sign up for updates; look up crime activity in 

your neighborhood, and much more at the LAPD 

website  www.lapdonline.org  or  

www.lapdcrimemaps.org  
 

Stay tuned for the monthly newsletter for crime trends, 

interesting cases, significant arrests, community 

meetings, and more.   
 

Thank you! 

From the Los Angeles Police Department, Topanga 

Area Community Police Station 

 

Emergency     911  

Non-Emergency Dispatch  (877) 275-5273 

Topanga Front Desk  (818) 756-4800 

TDD/TTY      (818) 756-5899 

Senior Lead Office     (818) 756-3070 

Detective Desk  (818) 756-4820 

Vice Office   (818) 756-4840 

Narcotics Office  (818) 756-4850 

Community Relations   (818) 756-3180 

All other city services, please call  311 

http://www.lapdonline.org/
http://www.lapdonline.org/
http://www.lapdcrimemaps.org/


 

 

 

 


