
 

FINAL 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

August 1, 2019 
de Toledo High School, 22622 Vanowen Street, West Hills 

 
ATTENDANCE:  
Present: Aida Abkarians, Faye Barta, Sandi Bell, Thomas Booth, Dan Brin, Anthony Brosamle, Bob Brostoff, 
Margery Brown, Carolyn Greenwood, Bonnie Klea, Olivia Naturman, Steve Randall, Bill Rose, Charlene 
Rothstein, Anthony Scearce, Myrl Schreibman, Ron Sobel, Joan Trent, Alec Uzemeck, Brad Vanderhoof, Zach 
Volet and Joanne Yvanek-Garb  
Absent: Saif Mogri and Bobbi Trantafello 
 
OPENING BUSINESS:  
President and Co-Chair Dan Brin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Secretary Carolyn Greenwood called 
roll and established quorum. 
 
Special Board Meeting and monthly Board Meeting Minutes of July 2019 were approved. 
 
President and Co-chair Dan Brin stated that at this time we do not have a treasurer and requested Bob Brostoff 
to discuss the June MER. 
 
19-0097 – Discussion and possible action regarding approval of the WHNC’s June 2019 Monthly Expenditure 
Report (MER) 
 
June 2019 MER approved with 22 yes votes and two (2) absent. 
 
Controller Anthony Brosamle stated that information was received today from the City Clerk that WHNC is 
eligible to receive $10,000 in roll-over monies from the previous fiscal year. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR: 
President and Co-Chair Dan Brin stated that due to the nature of our very full agenda, he will read a statement. 
The statement indicated that anyone wishing to speak on an agenda item needs to fill out a speaker card. Due to 
the size of the audience each speaker will be allowed one (1) minute to speak. Those wishing to speak during 
public comment on a non-agenized item need to complete a speaker card and will be allowed two (2) minutes. 
He also spoke about respect and decorum while listening to each speaker. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Joe Phillips stated he is with the Sierra Club and that we should embrace all of the recreational facilities 
available in West Valley, especially the Chatsworth Nature Preserve and the Santa Susana Field Lab. 
 
Steve Cohen stated that he felt a board member has a conflict of interest. 
 
Reeyan Raynes spoke in support of candidate John Lee. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Senior Lead Officer Kari McNamee went over the latest crime statistics for West Hills. She stated that 
Neighborhood Watch really works and has helped in the capture of criminals. She advised that National Night 
Out is Aug. 6 at Guadalupe Center. 
 
Ron Rubine, District Director for Council District 12, stated that the 2017 law relating to people sleeping in cars 
has been reinstated by the City Council. This is very important to District 12 as it encompasses the largest 
industrial area in the city. 
 
Tessa Charnofsky, District Director for Supervisor Shela Kuehl, stated that she is a new West Hills resident. 
She advised that a there is a new app, “Trails LA,” that shows all the hiking trails in the Los Angeles area. 
 
Tara Vahdani introduced herself and advised that she is a School Engagement Specialist assigned to District 3 
under LAUSD Board member Scott Schmerelson. She stated that there is a new principal at Hamlin Charter 
School and the new principal is excited to work with the neighborhood council. 
 
Nikki Perez, Field Representative for Assemblyman Jessie Gabriel, advised that they recently held a backpack 
drive and that on Saturday, Aug. 24, there will be a Disaster Preparedness Town Hall in conjunction with two 
other districts at the North Valley YMCA, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 
Octaviano Rios introduced himself as the new Empower LA Advocate for West Hills. 
 
COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
No council announcements were made because of the full agenda tonight. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
19-0092 – Discussion and possible action of facts pertaining to Bobbi Trantafello’s absences, leading to a 
possible announcement of a vacancy 
Co-Chair of the Vacancy Committee Charlene Rothstein advised that the committee has reviewed Ms. 
Trantafello’s attendance record and has confirmed that she has exceeded the allowable number of absences 
according to the Bylaws. Ms. Rothstein advised that there is now a vacancy on the Board and encouraged those 
present to apply. 
 
19-0093 – Discussion and possible action on filling a vacant seat on the West Hills Neighborhood Council 
Board. 
Co-Chairs of the Vacancy Committee Charlene Rothstein and Steve Randall advised that there were two 
applicants for the open position but one had to withdraw. She asked the remaining candidate, Ann Mizrahi, to 
introduce herself. Ms. Mizrahi is currently a student de Toledo High School. 
Recommendation to appoint Ann Mizrahi to the board was approved with 21 yes votes, one (1) 
abstention and two (2) absent. 
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19-0094 – Discussion and possible action to elect a new WHNC Treasurer. 
Anthony Brosamle nominated Carolyn Greenwood and the nomination was seconded by Aida Abkarians. Bob 
Brostoff nominated himself and the nomination was seconded by Sandi Bell. The vote was 12 to 10 in favor of 
Bob Brostoff for Treasurer. 
 
19-0095 – Discussion and possible action on approving the 2018-2019 WHNC Inventory Report. 
Inventory as presented was approved with 23 yes votes and two (2) absent. 
 
19-0096 – Discussion and possible new action concerning Malibu Wines and Beer Garden at 23130 Sherman 
Way. 
Zoning & Planning Co-Chair Charlene Rothstein stated that representatives from Malibu Wines are present and 
wish to present information concerning why they did not attend last month’s Board meeting and the letter to the 
Zoning Administrator approved by the Board. They presented to the Board three packets of information in 
support of their position, which was that they wanted the Board to rescind the letter to the Zoning Administrator 
and form a committee to work on the problems between themselves and the neighbors. 
 
The following stakeholders spoke in favor of the winery’s position: Eddie Salcido, Dianna Williams, Matthew 
Mills, Joellen Ammann, Darryl Schern and Rosalie Digenova. Steve Cohen stated he was in support of the 
winery and spoke against the Council and the action it took. 
 
The following stakeholders, while not wanting the winery to close, were against changing the action taken by 
the Board: Rabbi Mark H. Sobel, Gary Davis, Allen Dietel, Bob Sec, Diane Higgs, Alice Allen and Ali Makoui. 
 
It was stated that the position of this Board was that of a bridge between businesses and the community. 
 
After much discussion by the Board, Bob Brostoff made a motion that the Board participate in the committee 
proposed by the winery’s representatives. On getting additional information that the proposal was contingent on 
the letter being withdrawn, Mr. Brostoff withdrew his motion. 
 
A second motion was made to amend the letter of July 3 by changing the word “violations” to “alleged 
violations” and adding “continue to work with the winery and the neighbors.” 
Motion failed with 11 yes votes, 11 no votes, one (1) abstention and two (2) absent. 
 
In an effort toward compromise, a new motion was made that the WHNC would form a committee to negotiate 
with the Malibu Winery and neighbors. The committee would consist of two (2) representatives from the 
WHNC Council, two (2) representatives of the Malibu Winery management team and any neighbors who 
wished to attend. 
Motion passed with 15 yes votes, five (5) no votes, three (3) abstentions and two (2) absent. 
 
Board member Aida Abkarians stated the time is now 9:24 p.m. and we have been discussing this item for two 
hours. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
19-0077 – Discussion and possible action on approval of proposed Field of Deals event to be held on October 6, 
2019. 
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Co-Chair Dan Brin said he spoke with the City Attorney’s office and learned we cannot proceed with this event 
because of liability issues. It was stated that perhaps we can find another way to handle the event and we can 
vote on this and the next item contingent on finding a solution. 
Support for the proposed event approved with 18 yes votes, four (4) no votes, one (1) abstention and two 
(2) absent. 
 
19-0078 – Discussion and possible action on approving a Neighborhood Council event approval form for a 
proposed Field of Deals event to be held on Oct. 6, 2019. 
Approval of form passed contingent on finding a solution acceptable to the City with 17 yes votes, four (4) 
no votes, one (1) abstention, one (1) ineligible and two (2) absent. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
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A086309
Text Box
19-0101 Paid Parental Leave








A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S75 Medicaid Expansion For Mental Health 






A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S79 Discrimination Based on Racial Traits






A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S80 Implicit Bias Training in Perinatal Services






A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S98 Procurement of Large Scale Pumped 	   	       Hydro Energy Storage






A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S50 Vehicle Removal and Impoundment 	         Restrictions






A086309
Text Box
16-0651-S1 Roundup and Glyphosate Ban






A086309
Text Box
19-0002-S102 Down-Zoning Parcels Moratorium




Committee Meeting Date: Monday, June 17, 2019 Board Meeting Date Thursday, August 1, 2019 

File # : 19-0002-S102 re: SB 330 
Title : Down-Zoning Parcels Moratorium 
Type : Resolution 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council re: California State Senate 

Summary : The state legislature is considering SB 330, which would place a moratorium on ‘down-zoning’ parcels 
– reducing the number of units that can be built on a parcel until January 1, 2025, prohibit cities/charter
cities/counties from imposing parking requirements within one-quarter mile of rail stops, and freeze 
nearly all project related fees once a project applicants submits a ‘preliminary applications.’ 

SB 330’s use of preliminary applications to expedite the proposal process may cause insufficient 
information gathering, fee collection, parking decisions, and environmental impacts for new proposals. 

The City Council believes that a “one-size-fits-all” approach for zoning and planning laws infringes on 
local authority of cities and counties to make decision for their local communities. 

Resolution : NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2019-20 State Legislative Program 
OPPOSITION to SB 330 (Skinner), which would place until January 1, 2025 a moratorium on ‘down-
zoning’ parcels, that is, reducing the number of units that can be built on a parcel, and in addition 
prohibit cities and counties, including charter cities, from imposing parking requirements within one-
quarter mile of a rail stop, and freeze nearly all project related fees once a project applicant submits a 
‘preliminary application,’ inasmuch as it undermines local land use control, and ultimately, the 
principle of home rule. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee SUPPORTS the Resolution. 
Vote : 6 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 1 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of the CIS to support the Resolution to oppose SB 330, which 
would instill a moratorium on ‘down-zoning’ parcels, allow for ‘preliminary applications,’ and remove 
some local decision-making from development proposals. 

YES = YES on the Resolution 
YES = NO on SB 330 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition to the CIS to support the Resolution to oppose SB 330, which 
would instill a moratorium on ‘down-zoning’ parcels, allow for ‘preliminary applications,’ and remove 
some local decision-making from development proposals. 

NO = NO on the Resolution 
NO = YES on SB 330 

Agenda Item 19-0090 
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WEST HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL BOARD ATTENDANCE 

Board Member 
Oct 
2018 

Nov 
2018 

Dec 
2018 

Jan 
2019 

Feb 
2019 

March 
2019 

April 
2019 

May 
2019 

*May
2019 

June 
2019 

July 
2019 

*July
2019 

Total 
Absences 

Abkarians, Aida P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Barta, Faye P P P P P P P P A P P P 1 
Bell, Sandi P P P P P P P P P A P P 1 
Booth, Thomas P P P P P P P A A P P P 2 
Brin, Dan P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Brosamle, Anthony P P P P P A P P P P P P 1 
Brostoff, Robert P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Brown, Margery P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Greenwood, Carolyn P P P P A A P P P P P P 2 
Klea, Bonnie P P P P A P P P P P P P 1 
Mogri, Saif ------ ------ ------ ------ P P P P P P P A 1 
Naturman, Olivia P P P P P P A P P P P P 1 
Randall, Steve P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Rose, Bill A A P P P P P P A A P P 4 
Rothstein, Charlene P P P A P P P P P P P P 1 
Scearce, Anthony ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ------ P P P 0 
Schreibman, Myrl P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Sobel, Ron P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Trantafello, Bobbi A P P P P P A A P P A A 5 
Trent, Joan P P P A P P P P P P P P 1 
Uzemeck, Alec P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Vanderhoof, Brad P P P P P P P P P P P P 0 
Volet, Zach P P P P P P P P P P P A 1 
Yvanek-Garb, Joanne P P P A P P P P P A P A 3 

* Special Meeting
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WHNC Inventory (as of July 1, 2019) 

Board / Operations Committee 

 (1) Plastic Storage Shed (@ Montessori)

 (3) Pull‐up Banners

 (1) Standard Horizontal Banner

 (1 box) Parade Float Decorations*

 (1 stack) Awards & Certificates*

 (1) American Flag w/ stand

 (1) Digital Timer

 (1) Large Coffee Pot

 (1) Digital Camera

 (1) Hand Truck

 (1) LCD Projector ‐ Hitachi CP‐WX3030WN

 (4) West Hills Medallion Welcome Signs*

 (3) WHNC Table Clothes

 (1) WHNC Table Runner

 (1) WHNC EZ Up Canopy

Beautification Committee 

 (1) folding Table

 (1) A‐Frame ‐ Volunteers at Work Signage

 (1.5 cases) Beautification Committee Brochures*

 (42) Traffic Vests

 (2) Wheel Barrels

 (2) Rubbermaid Water Coolers

 (2) Blue Trash Scoops/Dustpans

 (4) Yellow Quickie Trash Scoops/Dustpans

 (3) Large Barrel Trash Cans

 (2) 44 gallon Trash Cans

 (34) Pairs of Burlap Work Gloves

 (16) Pairs of Rubber Palmed Garden Gloves

 (17) Orange Traffic Cones

 (10) Large Push Brooms

 (11) Corn Brooms

 (4) Scoop Shovels

 (3) Square Shovels

 (5) Spade Shovels

 (1) Pitch Fork

 (4) Larger Garden Rakes

Agenda Item 19-0095
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WHNCNC CONTROLLER'S 2019-2020 REPORT (as of July 29, 2019) (20190729)

Transac
tion 
Number

Committee Vendor/Payee

Budg
et 
Line 
Item

Balance (Pre/Post)
Committe
e Agenda

Committee 
Approval

Budget 
Agenda

Budget 
Approval

Budget 
Request 
Form NPG 
Request

Board Agenda
Board 
Approval

Transaction 
Date / 
Submitted to 
City

Amount Paid Notes

1
Communications & 
Outreach

Kristal Graphics 13 $1,000/ $215.80 TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 7/2/2019 7/2/2019 7/3/2019 $784.20
Outreach - 
Clips, Pens, 
Mugs

2 Board (Recurring) The Web Corner 9 $1,800/$1,650 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7/10/2019 $150.00
Monthly 
Website

3 Board (Recurring) Kristal Graphics 3 $800/$701.51 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7/12/2019 $98.49 
Meeting 
Copies

4 Board (Recurring) Rackspace Email 10 $660/$597.60 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7/22/2019 $62.40 
Email 
Server

5 Board (Recurring) AKD 3 $701.51/$690.56 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7/24/2019 $10.95 
New 
Member 
Badges

6

7

8

9
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| REGULAR COUNCIL AGENDA TO BE POSTED
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, slate, or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, AB 1400 (Kamiager-Dove), introduced on February 22, 2019, would allow 
civilian public employees who participate in firefighting operations to receive workers' 
compensation payments if they develop cancer as a result of carcinogen exposure during their 
duties under the presumption that cancer is a work-related condition; and

WHEREAS, existing law grants firefighters the right to a presumption that cancer is a 
work-related condition for purposes of making a workers’ compensation claim; and

WHEREAS, there are many fire department employees throughout California whose 
regular job duties involve handling equipment and safety gear that has been exposed to and 
contaminated with toxic materials; and

WHEREAS, these employees are not presently granted the right to the presumption that 
cancer is a work-related condition, despite data showing that these employees experience a higher 
rate of cancer than the general population; and

W HEREAS, these employees are essential to firefighting operations and the safety of our 
communities, and the risks that they take as a result of their employment ought to be acknowledged 
by granting them similar rights;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes into its 2019-2020 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1400 (Kamiager-Dove), which would allow civilian public 
employees who participate in firefighting operations to benefit from the right to a presumption that 
cancer is a work-related condition for purposes of making a workers’ compensation claim.

PRESEN FED BY:
HERB JTWESSON, JR. 
Councilmember, 10th District C3

:xj
MAY 3 1 2019

.« r?SECO
tejn J

j
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19-0002-S99 Public Employee Workers Compensation




Committee Meeting Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 Board Meeting Date Thursday, August 1, 2019 

File # : 19-0002-S99 re: AB 1400 
Title : Public Employees Workers Compensation 
Type : Resolution 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council re: California State Assembly 

Summary : While existing law grants firefighters the right to a presumption that cancer is a work-related condition 
for purposes of workers’ compensation claims, there are many FD employees whose regular duties 
involve handling equipment and safety gear that has been exposed to an contaminated with toxic 
minerals who are not presently granted this right of presumption. 

AB 1400 would allow civilian public employees who participate in firefighting operation to receive 
workers’ compensation payments if they develop cancer as a result of carcinogen exposure during their 
duties under the presumption that cancer is work-related. 

Resolution : NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes into its 2019-2020 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for AB 1400 (Kamiager-Dove), which would allow civilian public employees who 
participate in firefighting operations to benefit from the right to a presumption that cancer is a work-
related condition for purposes of making a workers’ compensation claim. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTS the Motion. 
Vote : 6 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 0 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to support the Resolution to support AB 1400, granting 
civilian public employees who participate in firefighting operation presumption that cancer is a work-
related condition for workers’ compensation claims. 

YES = YES on the Resolution 
YES = YES on AB 1400 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition to a CIS to support the Resolution to support AB 1400, 
granting civilian public employees who participate in firefighting operation presumption that cancer is 
a work-related condition for workers’ compensation claims. 

NO = NO on the Resolution 
NO = NO on AB 1400 
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riRESOLUTION ry r; cRK FOp „
Promoting Publicly Financed, Owned and Operated Safe Water and Wastewater Services

f OEflQA TC Ou
WHEREAS, public health depends on equitable access to drinking water and sanitation systems, and public ownership of 
drinking water and wastewater treatment systems has been fundamental to ensuring access and quality over the past century; 
and

ICJi
• •

'4

WHEREAS, the Public Trust Doctrine states that water is the commons of all to be managed by government as the sovereign of 
the people and also protects the habitats from where source waters are drawn; and

WHEREAS, the privatization of municipal water and wastewater treatment systems and services is inappropriate because it 
turns water into a commodity to be sold for profit; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) is the largest municipal utility in the United States and 
like the Bureau of Sanitation, is publicly-owned and financed, governed by a board appointed by public officials and 
accountable to an elected city council; and

WHEREAS, the LADWP has worked in partnership with the Mono Lake Committee to mitigate and remediate the impacts of 
water withdrawals on habitat; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor's 2019 Sustainability pLAn update calls for the City of Los Angeles to source 70% of water locally and to 
recycle 100% of all wastewater for beneficial reuse by 2035; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has embarked on a $573 million remediation program of the San Fernando Valley 
Groundwater Aquifer, which will provide local drinking water to more than 800,000 Angelenos, and residents of the Los 
Angeles County approved Measure W, which will generate $500 million annually for stormwater quality and recharge projects, 
further reducing our dependence on imported water; and

WHEREAS, the federal government is requiring much-needed improvements to wastewater standards, a situation that could 
open the door to privatization unless dedicated public infrastructure funding is provided to upgrade treatment facilities; and

WHEREAS, a "Blue Community" is one that adopts a water commons framework that treats water as a shared resource to be 
governed by principles that allow for reasonable use, equal distribution and responsible treatment in order to preserve water 
for nature and future generations; and

WHEREAS, keeping water and wastewater infrastructure public is one of three steps needed to declare the City of Los Angeles 
a Blue Community; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles declares itself a Blue Community by promoting public 
financed, owned, and operated municipal water and wastewater services while opposing future privatization, and resolves to 
keep these services publicly financed, owned, operated and managed. f \ A _ // o

Presented by:
PAUL KREKOR1AN 
Councilmember, 2nd District £rJMAY 0 7 2019

'q
ft.:

Seconded by: //1 i
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Committee Meeting Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 Board Meeting Date Thursday, August 1, 2019 

File # : 19-0481 
Title : Promotion of Municipal Water and Wastewater Services 
Type : Resolution 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : The Public Trust Doctrine states that water is the commons of all to be managed by government as the 
sovereign of the people and also protects the habitats from where source waters are drawn, and that 
privatization of municipal water is inappropriate because it turns water into a commodity to be sold for 
profit. 

A "Blue Community" is one that adopts a water commons framework that treats water as a shared 
resource to be governed by principles that allow for reasonable use, equal distribution and responsible 
treatment in order to preserve water for nature and future generations. 

Resolution : NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles declares itself a Blue 
Community by promoting public financed, owned, and operated municipal water and wastewater 
services while opposing future privatization, and resolves to keep these services publicly financed, 
owned, operated and managed. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTS the Motion. 
Vote : 6 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 0 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to support the Resolution to declare Los Angeles a Blue 
Community by promoting public municipal water and wastewater services while opposing privatization 
of these services. 

YES = YES on the Resolution 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition to a CIS to support the Resolution to declare Los Angeles a 
Blue Community by promoting public municipal water and wastewater services while opposing 
privatization of these services. 

NO = NO on the Resolution 
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PUBLIC SAFETY
MOTION

In June 2015, Gloucester, Massachusetts Police Chief Leonard Campanello launched the Angel 
Program and announced his department would treat addiction as a disease, rather than a crime, and would 
not arrest those seeking help. The program created a simple, stigma-free entry point to treatment on demand 
and reframed addiction as a disease, not a crime. Under his plan, any person with a substance addiction 
who asks the police department for help will be immediately taken to a hospital and placed in a recovery 
program. No arrest. No jail.

The Police Assisted Addiction & Recovery Initiative (PAARJ) provides support and resources to 
help law enforcement agencies nationwide create non-arrest pathways to treatment and recovery. PAARI 
is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to support the Gloucester Police addiction initiatives, to aid 
other police departments to implement similar programs, and to foster a dialogue around the unique 
opportunity for police departments to take direct action against the disease of drug addiction in their 
communities. Working in conjunction with the medical community and science-based recovery programs, 
police departments can make a difference in their communities by saving lives from drug overdoses, 
reducing the number of people suffering from drug addiction and thereby devaluing a seemingly endless 
drug supply.

Now a national network of more than 400 police departments in 32 states, PAARI primarily 
supports non-arrest, or early diversion, program models that reach people before they enter the criminal 
justice system. The City of Los Angeles’ has made great strides to address the homelessness crisis, but 
more work is needed as are more innovative solutions to connect people to the help that they need to take 
their first steps on a path to reclaiming their lives. One of the ways that this could be achieved is through 
a partnership with an organization like the Police Assisted Addiction and Recovery Initiative (PAARI).

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Chief Legislative Analyst, with assistance from LAPD be 
instructed to report back on instituting a program that prioritizes treatment instead of arrest, for persons 
suffering from addiction and substance abuse, using the Angel Program as a model and exploring the 
potential for a partnership with a non-profit like PARRI for the purpose of implementing the program.

PRESENTED BY:

JZ.

HERB J. WESSON, JR. 
Councilmember, 10th District

SECONDED BY:

f

Bri

MAr 3123/3

b/- f

/ Agenda Item 19-0100
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Committee Meeting Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 Board Meeting Date Thursday, August 1, 2019 

File # : 19-0582 
Title : Non-Arrest or Early Diversion 
Type : Motion 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : Police Assisted Addiction & Recovery Initiative (PAARI) programs across the country provide support 
and resources to help law enforcement agencies nationwide create non-arrest pathways and early 
diversion to treatment and recovery. Under this program, any person with a substance addiction who 
asks the police department for help will immediately be taken to a hospital and placed in a recovery 
program. No arrest. No jail. 

In the City’s ongoing struggle with homelessness, a PAARI partnership could help reach those at risk 
before they enter the criminal justice system.  

Motion : I THEREFORE MOVE that the Chief Legislative Analyst, with assistance from LAPD be instructed to 
report back on instituting a program that prioritizes treatment instead of arrest, for persons suffering 
from addiction and substance abuse, using the Angel Program as a model and exploring the potential 
for a partnership with a non-profit like PAARI for the purpose of implementing the program. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTS the Motion. 
Vote : 6 “Yes,” 0 “No,” 0 “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to support the Motion for a report on instituting a program 
prioritizing treatment instead of arrest, and exploring a potential partnership like PAARI towards 
implementation. 

YES = YES on the Motion 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition to a CIS to support the Motion for a report on instituting a 
program prioritizing treatment instead of arrest, and exploring a potential partnership like PAARI 
towards implementation. 

NO = NO on the Motion 
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HOMELESSNESS AND POVERT'
MOTION

'Empty Homes Penalty

Los Angeles is facing two severe and related crises - homelessness and a dire shortage 
of affordable housing. Urgent and comprehensive action is required to address and 
resolve these unprecedented challenges.

The region has a shortage of more than 500,000 units of affordable housing for 
low-income renters. The median rent is unaffordable to anyone making less than $47 
per hour. 721,000 renter households pay 50% or more of their monthly income on 
housing. The ridiculously high cost of housing is exacerbating our already severe 
homelessness problem. Thousands of people are falling out of the housing market and 
landing in a growing number of encampments on our streets.

At the same time, a significant amount of Los Angeles' housing stock remains vacant. 
The 2017 American Community Survey of the U.S. Census showed there were 111,810 
vacant housing units in Los Angeles city.

Facing similar crises, other cities — such as Vancouver, Paris, Washington DC, and 
Oakland — have levied some form of an "Empty Homes Penalty," or vacancy tax, on 
speculators and property owners who keep habitable housing units vacant.

The stated objective of empty homes penalties has been to: 1) return empty or 
under-utilized properties to use as long-term rental homes; 2) help relieve pressure on 
the region's rental housing market; and 3) create a revenue stream for affordable or 
homeless housing and services.

In Vancouver, which recently established an "empty homes penalty," the number of 
vacant properties has fallen by 15 percent in one year and the city says just over half of 
those previously empty homes have been returned to the rental market. In Oakland, 
with a population one-tenth the size of Los Angeles, where voters approved an empty 
homes penalty in November 2018, the city is expected to raise an estimated $10 
million annually for 20 years to fund homeless services, preserve and create new 
affordable housing, and address illegal dumping and blight. The measure includes 
several exemptions, including for principal residences, or financial or other hardship.

Given the tremendous severity of the crisis facing the city and the region, Los Angeles 
should take similarly aggressive steps to encourage, push, or require existing vacant ■“.TV 
and habitable housing units to be put on the rental market. An "Empty Homes Penalty" 
is one important initiative out of many strategies for making more homes accessible 
for more Angelenos, and we should pursue it without delay. Establishment of an 
"Empty Homes Penalty" in Los Angeles would likely require voter approval, in***^
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accordance with Proposition 218.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Housing and Community 
Investment Department, with the assistance of the Department of City Planning, and 
the Department of Building and Safety, to report on the amount of vacant, habitable 
housing units in Los Angeles.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Chief Legislative Analyst, with the assistance of the City 
Administrative Officer, examine "Empty Homes" penalties, vacancy taxes, and 
speculator taxes in other jurisdictions, and report with policy options for a potential 
Empty Homes Penalty" structure in Los Angeles, for consideration by voters in 2020.u
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Councilmember, 8th District
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Committee Meeting Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 Board Meeting Date Thursday, August 1, 2019 

File # : 19-0623 
Title : Empty Homes Penalty 
Type : Motion 

City/State : Los Angeles City Council 

Summary : Los Angeles is facing two severe and related crises: homelessness and affordable housing shortages. 
The region has a shortage of more than 500,000 units of affordable housing. The high cost of housing 
in exacerbating the homelessness problem; thousands are falling out of the housing market and landing 
in a growing number of street encampments. Simultaneously, a significant volume of City housing 
remains vacant; a recent survey showed there were nearly 112,000 vacant housing units in Los 
Angeles. 

Facing similar crises, other cities – such as Vancouver, Paris, Washington DC, and Oakland – have 
levied “Empty Homes Penalties/Taxes” on speculators and property owners who choose to keep 
habitable units vacant. 

The stated objective of empty homes penalties are: 
1. Return empty /under-utilized properties to use as long-term rental homes
2. Help relieve pressure on regional rental housing markets
3. Create revenue streams for affordable or homeless housing

Establishment of an "Empty Homes Penalty" in Los Angeles would likely require voter approval, in 
accordance with Proposition 218. 

Resolution : I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Housing and Community Investment 
Department, with the assistance of the Department of City Planning, and the Department of Building 
and Safety, to report on the amount of vacant, habitable housing units in Los Angeles. 

I FURTHER MOVE that the Chief Legislative Analyst, with the assistance of the City Administrative 
Officer, examine "Empty Homes" penalties, vacancy taxes, and speculator taxes in other jurisdictions, 
and report with policy options for a potential Empty Homes Penalty" structure in Los Angeles, for 
consideration by voters in 2020. 

GR Position : The Government Relations Committee supports the Resolution. 
Vote : 4 “Yes,” 1 “No,” “Abstain” 

“YES” Vote: A “YES” vote would be in favor of a CIS to support the resolution to instruct various City 
agencies/department/officers to report on the amount of vacant units, and policy options for 
penalties/taxes for voter consideration. 

YES = YES on the Resolution. 

“NO” Vote: A “NO” vote would be in opposition of a CIS to support the resolution to instruct various City 
agencies/department/officers to report on the amount of vacant units, and policy options for 
penalties/taxes for voter consideration. 

NO = NO on the Resolution. 
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	Date of Submission: July 12 2019
	Committee Name: Special Events Ad Hoc Committee
	Chair Person: Randall/Schreibman/Mogri
	Date of Committee Approval: July 11, 2019
	Phone: 818-340-4700
	Email: Stevekr2000@aol.com
	Event/Activity: Field of Deals: West Hills Flea Market Community Event
	Total Amount Requested: $500.00
	Justification: Event encourages the spirit of West Hills Stakeholder Community. 
	Item & Quantity -1: Sanitation
	Amount 1: $225.00
	Item & quantity - 2: Poster Printing   10@ $12.00 ea.
	Item & quantity - 3: Tape, Rope, cones, material for signs etc
	Item & quantity - 4: Advertising
	Item & quantity - 5: 
	Item & quantity - 6: 
	Item & quantity - 7: 
	Amount -2: $120.00
	Amount -3: $60.00
	Amount -4: $95.00
	Amount -5: 
	Amount -6: 
	Amount -7: 
	Committee Approval 2: 
	Budgt Approval: 
	Board Approved: 
	Line Item #:  17


