
 

JOINT BOARD AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE  
MEETING AGENDA 

  MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2026 @ 7:30 p.m. 
Chaminade College Preparatory – Condon Center 2nd Floor  

23241 W. Cohasset Street, West Hills, CA 91304  
 

Enter Chaminade through the Cohasset Street entrance between Woodlake and Platt Avenues. Drive through the 
parking lot, bear left and continue over the hill until you see the Condon Family Technology Center on the left. 
Park in the nearest lot. 
 
In conformity with the January 1, 2026 enactment of California Senate Bill 707 (Durazo) and LA City Council File 23-
1114, the West Hills Neighborhood Council Government Relations Committee Meeting, will be conducted virtually, 
telephonically and in person. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 

• To attend online via Zoom Webinar: Click or paste the following link into your 
browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88391608200  

• To call in by phone, dial (669) 900-6833, then punch in this Webinar code when prompted: 883 9160 8200, then 
press #.  

• To attend in person, please attend Chaminade College Preparatory – Condon Center 2nd Floor, 23241 W. 
Cohasset Street, West Hills, CA 91304  
 

This meeting is open to the public. Doors open 10 minutes before the meeting starts. Those who wish to speak during the 
meeting may be asked to complete a Speaker Card. Comments on matters not on the agenda will be heard during the 
Public Comment period. Those who wish to speak on an agenda item will be heard when the item is considered. 
 
 

1. Call to Order/ Establish Quorum: Joanne Yvanek-Garb,Co-Chair, Brenda Citrom, Co-Chair, Kim 
Koerber, Co-Chair, Aida Abkarians, Saif Mogri, Joan Trent, Brad Vanderhoof, Secretary.  
 

2. Comments from the Chairs.  
 

3. General Public Comment Review and Approval of April 20, 2026 Meeting Minutes.  
 

4. Discussion and possible action on Council File 15-0989-S66 - CIS supporting a Motion referred to the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games on April 14, 2026. Concerns expressed 
are that the Enhanced City Resources Master Agreement (ECRMA) is still too vague. It needs greater 
clarification on what counts as a “surplus”, which City expenses LA28 must reimburse, and whether 
emergency overruns are covered. The motion seeks to request ironclad guarantees that the City will get 
fully repaid before any discussion about leftover Olympic profits or legacy projects take place. See 
attachment of two articles from the Daily News.  
 

5. Budget request of $400 for Congress of Neighborhood Councils.  

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88391608200


 
In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using 
the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that 
prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet- based service option, the eligible 
legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in 
option or internet-based service option is restored.  Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the eligible 
legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1. California Government Code Section 
54953.8(b)(3). 
 
The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall provide an opportunity for 
the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time.  California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(4). 
 
Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of in internet website, or other 
online platform, not under the control of eligible legislative body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be 
required to register as required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate. California Government Code 
Section 54953.8(b)(5). 
 
A legislative body that provides a time public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the 
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public comment until that timed public comment 
period has elapsed. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(A). 
 
A legislative body that does not provide a time public comment period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, 
shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to provide public comment, 
including time for members of the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise to be recognized for the purpose of 
providing public comment. California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B).  
 
Public Input: Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments 
from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General 
Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its 
attention during the General Public Comment period; however, an issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a 
future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to two minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the 
committee. 
 
 The Americans With Disabilities Act  - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los 
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal 
access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) 
prior to the meeting by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or 
email: NCsupport@lacity.org  
 
Public Posting of Agendas - WHNC agendas are posted for public review at Platt Village, on the Southside of Pavilions, closest to 
Nothing Bundt Cakes at 6534 Platt Avenue, West Hills, CA 91307 or at our website, www.westhillsnc.org  You can also receive our 
agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City's Early Notification System (ENS)   
 
Notice to Paid Representatives -If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to 
register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 48.01 et seq. More information is available 
at ethics@lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 
or ethics.commission@lacity.org  
 
Public Access of Records - In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: www.westhillsnc.org or at the scheduled meeting.  
In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact the WHNC’s executive director via 
email at michelle.ritchie@westhillsnc.org  
 
Reconsideration and Grievance Process - For information on the NC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder 
grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the NC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at 
our Board meetings and our website www.westhillsnc.org  
 
Servicios De Traduccion: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del 
evento. Por favor contacte Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org  
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IT’S OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. LET’S BUILD A COMMUNITY. 

 

 

West Hills Neighborhood Council 
P.O. Box 4670, West Hills, CA 91308-4670 

818-254-WEST 
 

WWW.WESTHILLSNC.ORGMAIL@WESTHILLSNC.ORG 
 

JOINT GOVERNMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE/BOARD  
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Chaminade High School 
April 20, 2026 

Revised April 22, 2026 
 

The Committee shall take official action by a simple majority of yes and no votes cast by the committee 
members present at a duly noticed regular or special Government Relations Committee meeting, not to include 
abstentions. There shall be no proxy voting. 
 

Attendance:   Aida Abkarians, Faye Barta, Brenda Citrom, Glenn Jennings, Kim Koerber, Saif Mogri,  
Joan Trent, Brad Vanderhoof, and Joanne Yvanek-Garb  
Committee Members Absent:  Faye Bartai, and Brian Murray 
Other Board Members Present:  None 
 

Numbers refer to agenda items. 
1.  Call to Order / Establish a Quorum:  Co-chair Joanne Yvanek-Garb called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  
A quorum was established.  
 

2.  Comments from the Co-Chairs:  Joanne discussed the Charter Reform Proposal. 
 

3.  General Public Comment:  Online Comments:  Shirley B., a student at CSULB, said she is writing a report 
on NC meetings and how NCs function. Lionel Mares shared information on charter reform and the public 
comment schedule for the budget. First meeting is May 5, 1-4 PM. 
 

4.  Approval of February Meeting Minutes:  No action taken. 
 

5.  CIS to extend NC elections until 2029. Reference “City Clerk Fiscal Year 2026-27 Proposed Budget”. 
Committee vote:  Brad said he thinks if terms are extended two years, it should apply to all NC members to 
preserve staggered terms. There is no Council File on this so no action was taken. 
 

6.  CIS regarding the results of the City Council Olympic Ad Hoc Committee Meeting on April 13, 2026: 
Joanne brought up concerns from a newspaper story regarding the ticket pricing and sales, working with local 
businesses, and bankrupting the city. Transportation issues were added to the list. Joanne proposed two CISs. 
Saif pointed out the council motion attached to the agenda does not mention most of these topics, and most are 
outside City Council control or purview anyway. He asked for more information before this item is considered. 
Item tabled until the next meeting. 
 

7.  Update on Charter Reform Commission, VANC April 9, 2026 Zoom Meeting:  No action taken.  
 

8.  Basic Review of SB707 & Brown Act changes, Council File #25-1358:  No action taken. 
 
Co-chair Joanne Yvanek-Garb adjourned the meeting at 8:38 PM. 
 

The next meeting of this committee is scheduled for May 18, 2026, 7:30 PM, Chaminade High School. 
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MOTION 

AD HOC COMMIT . ··-· 
OLYMPIC AND PA~!Eo <?N tHE 2028 

LYMPIC GAMES 
RULESI ELECTIONS~ INTERGOVERNMENTAL REL~TI0~3 

The City of Los Angeles is currently negotiating an Enhanced City Resources Master Agreement 
(ECRMA) with the Los Angeles Organizing Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
2028 (LA28). While the ECRMA was anticipated to be finalized in October 2025, several critical 
issues remain unresolved, including the establishment of an LA28 Legacy Fund and the 
definition and allocation of any potential surplus funds. 

The City is seeking clear and enforceable language within the ECRMA that would prohibit LA28 
from utilizing surplus funds to establish a Legacy Fund unless and until there is full alignment 
regarding the scope of enhanced City services required for the Games, the total associated 
costs, and the guaranteed reimbursement of those costs to the City. 

Preliminary estimates indicate that security costs alone may exceed $1 billion, exclusive of 
additional expenses resulting from extraordinary circumstances such as weather-related events, 
emergencies, or other unforeseen impacts. Notably, LA28 has presented a $7.15 billion budget 
that does not include security costs, raising significant concerns regarding how "surplus funds" 
will be defined and whether the City will be fully reimbursed for essential services, including 
public safety. 

This lack of clarity exposes the City to substantial financial risk and undermines the 
long-standing "zero-cost" principle under which the Games were approved. Given the 
magnitude and evolving nature of these negotiations, it is imperative that the City Council 
pursue all available measures to safeguard the City's fiscal stability and ensure the 
uninterrupted delivery of core services to residents before, during, and after the Games. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst, in coordination 
with the City Administrative Officer and the City Attorney, to prepare language for establishing a 
new section within the City Charter through the ongoing Charter reform process that codifies a 
"Zero-Cost Principle for the LA28 Games," ensuring that the City shall not incur unreimbursed 
costs associated with hosting the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and no legacy Fund shall 
be established until the City is reimbursed . 

PRESENTED BY: SECONDED BY: 

Councilwoman, 7th District 

~ 
APR 1 4 2026 



COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Neighborhood Council:  West Hills 

Council File:  15-0989-S66 Los Angeles Olympics  

Date of Board Meeting:  April 14, 2026 

Action Taken:  The West Hills Neighborhood Council Board to (Accept as is or Accept if Amended) 

Vote Count:  Accept as is  _____ Yea  _____Nay _____Abstain    

         Accept if Amended  _____ Yea  _____Nay _____Abstain 

1. Discussion and Possible Action regarding the results of the City Council Olympic Ad 
Hoc Committee Meeting on April 14, 2026.  Concerns expressed were that the Enhanced 
City Resources Master Agreement (ECRMA) is still too vague. It needs greater 
clarification on what counts as a “surplus”, which City expenses LA28 must reimburse, 
and whether emergency overruns are covered. The City Council’s motion seeks to 
request ironclad guarantees that the City will get fully repaid before any discussion about 
leftover Olymipic profits or legacy projects take place.  

 

 



Reynold Hoover, LA28 chief executive officer, talks about Los Angeles Olympic venuesReynold Hoover, LA28 chief executive officer, talks about Los Angeles Olympic venues
during a LA28 Coordination Commission news conference in Los Angeles, Thursday,during a LA28 Coordination Commission news conference in Los Angeles, Thursday,
June 5, 2025. Hoover addressed the Los Angeles City City Council on Tuesday andJune 5, 2025. Hoover addressed the Los Angeles City City Council on Tuesday and
faced several concerns. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)faced several concerns. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

SPORTSSPORTS  OLYMPICSOLYMPICS

LA City Council: LA28 misled theLA City Council: LA28 misled the
city on Olympics tickets, othercity on Olympics tickets, other
issuesissues
Council members raise a wide range of concernsCouncil members raise a wide range of concerns

with LA28 during committee meetingwith LA28 during committee meeting

 •  • NewsNews

5/12/26, 1:04 PM LA City Council: LA28 misled the city on Olympics tickets, other issues – Daily News

https://www.dailynews.com/2026/04/14/la-city-council-la28-misled-the-city-on-tickets-other-issues/?utm_email=C45A446F44D1A4DE944E0… 1/8
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By By SCOTT M. REIDSCOTT M. REID |  | sreid@scng.comsreid@scng.com | Orange County Register | Orange County Register

PUBLISHED: PUBLISHED: April 14, 2026 at 11:04 AM PDTApril 14, 2026 at 11:04 AM PDT | UPDATED:  | UPDATED: April 15, 2026 at 6:51 AMApril 15, 2026 at 6:51 AM

PDTPDT

LOS ANGELES — Months of the Los Angeles City Council’s frustration withLOS ANGELES — Months of the Los Angeles City Council’s frustration with

LA28 boiled over during a committee meeting Tuesday morning, with oneLA28 boiled over during a committee meeting Tuesday morning, with one

council member saying he doesn’t trust the local organizing committee forcouncil member saying he doesn’t trust the local organizing committee for

the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its board of directors. Andthe 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its board of directors. And

council members maintained they had been misled on ticketing and accusedcouncil members maintained they had been misled on ticketing and accused

LA28 of trying to make an “end run” around city requirements for hiringLA28 of trying to make an “end run” around city requirements for hiring

local businesses for the Games.local businesses for the Games.

Council members directed pointed criticism toward LA28 officials for a lackCouncil members directed pointed criticism toward LA28 officials for a lack

of transparency on the organization’s finances, its failure to reach anof transparency on the organization’s finances, its failure to reach an

enhanced services agreement with the city, repeatedly disregarding to cityenhanced services agreement with the city, repeatedly disregarding to city

council members’ concerns about the funding, planning andcouncil members’ concerns about the funding, planning and

implementation of the Games and their security, and a ticket surchargeimplementation of the Games and their security, and a ticket surcharge

during the nearly two-hour meeting of the council’s ad hoc committee on theduring the nearly two-hour meeting of the council’s ad hoc committee on the

Olympic and Paralympic Games.Olympic and Paralympic Games.

“You don’t understand you’re not a nonprofit,” council member Hugo Soto-“You don’t understand you’re not a nonprofit,” council member Hugo Soto-

Martínez, referring to the LA28’s status as a tax-exempt organization, toldMartínez, referring to the LA28’s status as a tax-exempt organization, told

LA28 CEO Reynold Hoover. “We are. The city of LA is the financial backstopLA28 CEO Reynold Hoover. “We are. The city of LA is the financial backstop

to everything that you are doing, and I don’t think that has resonated orto everything that you are doing, and I don’t think that has resonated or

permeated to you or to this whole board that I just frankly don’t trust. Whenpermeated to you or to this whole board that I just frankly don’t trust. When

we have all these MAGA Republicans sitting on that board, you’re notwe have all these MAGA Republicans sitting on that board, you’re not

coming here, giving us confidence that you’re doing the right thing for thecoming here, giving us confidence that you’re doing the right thing for the

city of LA.”city of LA.”

Hoover did not respond.Hoover did not respond.

Councilmember Katy Young Yaroslavsky grilled Hoover on ticketing, sayingCouncilmember Katy Young Yaroslavsky grilled Hoover on ticketing, saying

that LA28 had previously misled the council and pressing him on how muchthat LA28 had previously misled the council and pressing him on how much

of a 24% surcharge on tickets is going back to LA28.of a 24% surcharge on tickets is going back to LA28.

5/12/26, 1:04 PM LA City Council: LA28 misled the city on Olympics tickets, other issues – Daily News
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“We had a lot of conversation about putting $1 a ticket tax on the ballot this“We had a lot of conversation about putting $1 a ticket tax on the ballot this

June, and we declined to do that after having a conversation with you allJune, and we declined to do that after having a conversation with you all

about how important it was that you keep the tickets affordable,” Youngabout how important it was that you keep the tickets affordable,” Young

Yaroslavsky said. “The tickets are not affordable. The 24 percent surcharge isYaroslavsky said. “The tickets are not affordable. The 24 percent surcharge is

not affordable, and $1 which would have actually helped us do some of thenot affordable, and $1 which would have actually helped us do some of the

things that we know we need to do to get ourselves ready in the city thethings that we know we need to do to get ourselves ready in the city the

Olympics feels like a drop in the bucket compared to 24 percent surchargeOlympics feels like a drop in the bucket compared to 24 percent surcharge

when we’re talking even about a $28 ticket, of which there were hardly anywhen we’re talking even about a $28 ticket, of which there were hardly any

left when it was when I got lucky enough to get in there, there was hardlyleft when it was when I got lucky enough to get in there, there was hardly

anything that was affordable, and then you had the 24 percent surcharge.anything that was affordable, and then you had the 24 percent surcharge.

I’m thinking, why didn’t we do the dollar tax? And it’s not too late,I’m thinking, why didn’t we do the dollar tax? And it’s not too late,

colleagues, for us to do that, because there’s going to be a secondary marketcolleagues, for us to do that, because there’s going to be a secondary market

for all of these tickets. And so I want to know what percentage of that 24for all of these tickets. And so I want to know what percentage of that 24

percent is coming back to LA28 because I feel like we were misled when wepercent is coming back to LA28 because I feel like we were misled when we

were having conversations about that ticket tax.”were having conversations about that ticket tax.”

“I don’t know,” Hoover said, adding that he would have to get back to the“I don’t know,” Hoover said, adding that he would have to get back to the

council member.council member.

But much of the meeting centered on council members’ criticism of LA28 forBut much of the meeting centered on council members’ criticism of LA28 for

what the council described as a lack of guarantees that businesses in the citywhat the council described as a lack of guarantees that businesses in the city

will receive contracts with LA28 for Games-related services.will receive contracts with LA28 for Games-related services.

“What’s materializing this plan is it feels like a lack of honest commitment“What’s materializing this plan is it feels like a lack of honest commitment

with measurable goals, with dollars,” council member Monica Rodriguezwith measurable goals, with dollars,” council member Monica Rodriguez

said.said.

LA28 has committed to awarding 75% of Games-related contracts to localLA28 has committed to awarding 75% of Games-related contracts to local

businesses and 25% to small businesses. But “local” includes a five-countybusinesses and 25% to small businesses. But “local” includes a five-county

area in Southern California, while the council wants LA28 to prioritizearea in Southern California, while the council wants LA28 to prioritize

businesses within the city.businesses within the city.

“Basically, what she laid out and defended is a system where no LA, you“Basically, what she laid out and defended is a system where no LA, you

could have a scenario where no LA business does any business with LA28could have a scenario where no LA business does any business with LA28

out of the over $4 billion, not in a verifiable way,” council presidentout of the over $4 billion, not in a verifiable way,” council president

Marqueece Harris-Dawson told Hoover and LA28 chief operating officerMarqueece Harris-Dawson told Hoover and LA28 chief operating officer

John Harper. “I mean, you just said, ‘Well, I don’t want to have a tier, becauseJohn Harper. “I mean, you just said, ‘Well, I don’t want to have a tier, because

I want competition, and then I don’t even want them to be required to haveI want competition, and then I don’t even want them to be required to have

certification, because that might be difficult.’ What that can add up to, tocertification, because that might be difficult.’ What that can add up to, to

someone just reading the plan, is you don’t do any business with anybody insomeone just reading the plan, is you don’t do any business with anybody in

LA. And I know that’s not your intent, but that’s what you have writtenLA. And I know that’s not your intent, but that’s what you have written

down. That’s what you’ve defended this morning.”down. That’s what you’ve defended this morning.”

5/12/26, 1:04 PM LA City Council: LA28 misled the city on Olympics tickets, other issues – Daily News
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Hoover, in an opening statement, stressed what he called the ability of theHoover, in an opening statement, stressed what he called the ability of the

Olympics to bring people together and the success of LA28’s ticket sales soOlympics to bring people together and the success of LA28’s ticket sales so

far. But he spent most of the meeting defending LA28’s proposals regardingfar. But he spent most of the meeting defending LA28’s proposals regarding

hiring local and small businesses, saying the organization has ahiring local and small businesses, saying the organization has a

responsibility to deliver fiscally responsible Games.responsibility to deliver fiscally responsible Games.

“Here’s the thing,” he said. “One of our responsibilities is to deliver a fiscally“Here’s the thing,” he said. “One of our responsibilities is to deliver a fiscally

responsible Games for the city of Los Angeles and for us as an organization.responsible Games for the city of Los Angeles and for us as an organization.

In order to do that, I need to have competition in pricing.In order to do that, I need to have competition in pricing.

“If I focus solely, first and foremost, on the city of LA, for city small business,“If I focus solely, first and foremost, on the city of LA, for city small business,

then I am artificially reducing the pool of competition, placing greater riskthen I am artificially reducing the pool of competition, placing greater risk

on the city taxpayers and placing greater risk on the backstop of the city ofon the city taxpayers and placing greater risk on the backstop of the city of

LA, because prices will go up when there’s no competition.”LA, because prices will go up when there’s no competition.”

Councilmember Bob Blumenfield pushed back.Councilmember Bob Blumenfield pushed back.

“You’re talking about the logical extreme of that. And I don’t think that (a“You’re talking about the logical extreme of that. And I don’t think that (a

city official) was saying focus solely on LA businesses. We all know thatcity official) was saying focus solely on LA businesses. We all know that

that’s a ridiculous extreme. The question is whether or not there is a, youthat’s a ridiculous extreme. The question is whether or not there is a, you

know, a priority, an extra point, or some, some form you there are ways toknow, a priority, an extra point, or some, some form you there are ways to

do that without, without jumping to that extreme of we’re losing ourdo that without, without jumping to that extreme of we’re losing our

competition.”competition.”

“LA is a big city. It’s not, it’s not like we’re talking about Santa Monica or“LA is a big city. It’s not, it’s not like we’re talking about Santa Monica or

something, you know, or single district, and LA is a country state that’s right,something, you know, or single district, and LA is a country state that’s right,

right? “right? “

Harris-Dawson said the lack of specificity in the term “local” struck himHarris-Dawson said the lack of specificity in the term “local” struck him

recently as his wife was ordering Olympic tickets.recently as his wife was ordering Olympic tickets.

5/12/26, 1:04 PM LA City Council: LA28 misled the city on Olympics tickets, other issues – Daily News
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“And we realize, even though, as I’ve told both of you, I live a mile from SoFi“And we realize, even though, as I’ve told both of you, I live a mile from SoFi

(Stadium), another about three and a half miles from Exposition Park. I was(Stadium), another about three and a half miles from Exposition Park. I was

in line with somebody from Barstow, California,” Harris Dawson said.in line with somebody from Barstow, California,” Harris Dawson said.

“Someone was very little at risk. They’re not within 100 miles of any of the“Someone was very little at risk. They’re not within 100 miles of any of the

activities, their city, their county. They’re not putting anything on the line,activities, their city, their county. They’re not putting anything on the line,

and so I’m just, I just want to communicate to you all that five-county thingand so I’m just, I just want to communicate to you all that five-county thing

hit differently and just over the process of buying tickets, I can’t imaginehit differently and just over the process of buying tickets, I can’t imagine

how it would feel if I were a business owner and I’m competing to dohow it would feel if I were a business owner and I’m competing to do

business down the street or around the corner with somebody in Barstow …business down the street or around the corner with somebody in Barstow …

. There are people included in the five-county area that have a lot less at. There are people included in the five-county area that have a lot less at

stake than LA City. And I won’t even go further, I don’t even work for thesestake than LA City. And I won’t even go further, I don’t even work for these

people. But those people are even different than Long Beach and Inglewoodpeople. But those people are even different than Long Beach and Inglewood

and Pasadena, because at least they’re hosting events.and Pasadena, because at least they’re hosting events.

“So the idea that we lump all those together, and as the procurement plan“So the idea that we lump all those together, and as the procurement plan

that we have in front of us now does without special attention to the city ofthat we have in front of us now does without special attention to the city of

LA, and I would even argue, again, special attention for venue cities orLA, and I would even argue, again, special attention for venue cities or

people who live near venues, which I’ve heard LA mentioned, I think this ispeople who live near venues, which I’ve heard LA mentioned, I think this is

the mark. And then again, not ever knowing. You know, we’ve been at thisthe mark. And then again, not ever knowing. You know, we’ve been at this

for nine months or so, at least, not knowing what the spend is, or what thefor nine months or so, at least, not knowing what the spend is, or what the

range of the spend is, or, you know, what a minimum spend might be, atrange of the spend is, or, you know, what a minimum spend might be, at

least as a starting place. …least as a starting place. …

“But my point is, you know, the reason the Olympics are in LA is because“But my point is, you know, the reason the Olympics are in LA is because

people of LA have invested to build a city up so that it is at a stage where youpeople of LA have invested to build a city up so that it is at a stage where you

could come and have a living and not have to build a single building. Thecould come and have a living and not have to build a single building. The

people of Los Angeles did that, and in order to do that, we have a greater taxpeople of Los Angeles did that, and in order to do that, we have a greater tax

burden, we have a greater regulatory burden, and we have greater propertyburden, we have a greater regulatory burden, and we have greater property

costs. So businesses might charge a little bit more. So if you just go for acosts. So businesses might charge a little bit more. So if you just go for a

straight, ‘We want the cheapest person in the five-county area,’ I can tell youstraight, ‘We want the cheapest person in the five-county area,’ I can tell you

already, you’re going to be using a bunch of businesses where the land isalready, you’re going to be using a bunch of businesses where the land is

cheap and there’s no regulation, because the county, the counties that youcheap and there’s no regulation, because the county, the counties that you

didn’t go all the way to the Nevada border.”didn’t go all the way to the Nevada border.”

Monday’s meeting came more than six months after an Enhanced CityMonday’s meeting came more than six months after an Enhanced City

Resources Master Agreement was supposed to be completed. LA28 officialsResources Master Agreement was supposed to be completed. LA28 officials

remain in negotiations with city officials over which expenses beyondremain in negotiations with city officials over which expenses beyond

“normal and customary” city services LA28 will compensate the city for.“normal and customary” city services LA28 will compensate the city for.
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Rodriguez, in a letter to Hoover last week, Rodriguez, in a letter to Hoover last week, first reported by the Southernfirst reported by the Southern

California News GroupCalifornia News Group, criticized LA28 for what she described as a lack of, criticized LA28 for what she described as a lack of

“financial transparency” and its failure to reach an agreement with the city“financial transparency” and its failure to reach an agreement with the city

that protects hundreds of millions of dollars in city funds used for Games-that protects hundreds of millions of dollars in city funds used for Games-

related services.related services.

“With just 830 days remaining until the 2028 Summer Olympics and“With just 830 days remaining until the 2028 Summer Olympics and

Paralympics, the City of Los Angeles still lacks clear, enforceable protectionsParalympics, the City of Los Angeles still lacks clear, enforceable protections

over hundreds of millions of dollars in public exposure,” Rodriguez wrote toover hundreds of millions of dollars in public exposure,” Rodriguez wrote to

Hoover in a letter obtained by the Southern California News Group. “This isHoover in a letter obtained by the Southern California News Group. “This is

not a minor gap; it is a critical failure that must be fixed now.”not a minor gap; it is a critical failure that must be fixed now.”

“Bankruptcy cannot be the legacy of these Games,” Rodriguez wrote later in“Bankruptcy cannot be the legacy of these Games,” Rodriguez wrote later in

the letter.the letter.

Rodriguez on Tuesday introduced a motion that would establish a “Zero-CostRodriguez on Tuesday introduced a motion that would establish a “Zero-Cost

Principle” Olympic and Paralympic Games, “ensuring the City is fullyPrinciple” Olympic and Paralympic Games, “ensuring the City is fully

reimbursed for all costs associated with hosting the Games.”reimbursed for all costs associated with hosting the Games.”

“Los Angeles taxpayers should not be asked to subsidize the Games,”“Los Angeles taxpayers should not be asked to subsidize the Games,”

Rodriguez said. “With major financial questions still unresolved, we mustRodriguez said. “With major financial questions still unresolved, we must

put enforceable safeguards in place to ensure the City is fully reimbursedput enforceable safeguards in place to ensure the City is fully reimbursed

for every enhanced resource cost before any surplus funds are declared andfor every enhanced resource cost before any surplus funds are declared and

used elsewhere, including the establishment of a Legacy Fund. By codifyingused elsewhere, including the establishment of a Legacy Fund. By codifying

a Zero-Cost Principle into the City Charter, we are making clear thata Zero-Cost Principle into the City Charter, we are making clear that

protecting taxpayers and preserving core City services must come first.”protecting taxpayers and preserving core City services must come first.”
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LA City Council pushes LA28LA City Council pushes LA28
agreement on Olympic costagreement on Olympic cost
reimbursementsreimbursements
City Council approved a motion directingCity Council approved a motion directing

negotiators to finalize within 14 days annegotiators to finalize within 14 days an

agreement requiring LA28 to reimburse LA foragreement requiring LA28 to reimburse LA for

Games-related services and infrastructure costs.Games-related services and infrastructure costs.
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Los Angeles city leaders moved Tuesday to strengthen financial protectionsLos Angeles city leaders moved Tuesday to strengthen financial protections

ahead of ahead of the 2028 Olympicsthe 2028 Olympics, directing staff to finalize within 14 days an, directing staff to finalize within 14 days an

agreement that would require Games organizers to reimburse the city foragreement that would require Games organizers to reimburse the city for

public safety, services and infrastructure costs.public safety, services and infrastructure costs.

The motion, approved on a 14-0 vote without discussion, comes after The motion, approved on a 14-0 vote without discussion, comes after monthsmonths

of concern from city officialsof concern from city officials that Los Angeles could be left covering that Los Angeles could be left covering

significant costs if negotiations with the private LA28 organizing committeesignificant costs if negotiations with the private LA28 organizing committee

fail to fully protect taxpayers.fail to fully protect taxpayers.

“This motion is about capturing our shared commitment to a no-cost“This motion is about capturing our shared commitment to a no-cost

Olympics in a way that protects the people of Los Angeles, and I’m proud toOlympics in a way that protects the people of Los Angeles, and I’m proud to

work alongside LA28 as partners in getting there,” Council Presidentwork alongside LA28 as partners in getting there,” Council President

Marqueece Harris-Dawson, who introduced the motion, said in a statementMarqueece Harris-Dawson, who introduced the motion, said in a statement

provided to the Southern California News Group Tuesday.provided to the Southern California News Group Tuesday.

The proposed agreement, known as an Enhanced City Resources MasterThe proposed agreement, known as an Enhanced City Resources Master

Agreement, or ECRMA, outlines how Los Angeles will be repaid for servicesAgreement, or ECRMA, outlines how Los Angeles will be repaid for services

tied to hosting the Games.tied to hosting the Games.

Under the proposal, the Los Angeles Organizing Committee for the OlympicUnder the proposal, the Los Angeles Organizing Committee for the Olympic

and Paralympic Games 2028, known as LA28, would be required to coverand Paralympic Games 2028, known as LA28, would be required to cover

costs that exceed the city’s normal operations, including public safety,costs that exceed the city’s normal operations, including public safety,

transportation and sanitation services.transportation and sanitation services.

The motion also calls for reimbursement at the time services are deliveredThe motion also calls for reimbursement at the time services are delivered

and for LA28 to pay for infrastructure improvements requested specificallyand for LA28 to pay for infrastructure improvements requested specifically

for the Games. LA28 would also be required to meet all its financialfor the Games. LA28 would also be required to meet all its financial

obligations to the city before any surplus funds from the Games areobligations to the city before any surplus funds from the Games are

distributed.distributed.
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A spokesperson for Councilmember Monica Rodriguez said Tuesday theA spokesperson for Councilmember Monica Rodriguez said Tuesday the

plan aligns with her push to codify a “plan aligns with her push to codify a “zero-cost principlezero-cost principle,” into the City,” into the City

Charter, aimed at ensuring taxpayers are not left covering Games-relatedCharter, aimed at ensuring taxpayers are not left covering Games-related

expenses.expenses.

Rodriguez and other city officials have also raised concerns about how anyRodriguez and other city officials have also raised concerns about how any

surplus funds from the Games would be used, including whether moneysurplus funds from the Games would be used, including whether money

could be directed toward a proposed “Legacy Fund” to support youth sportscould be directed toward a proposed “Legacy Fund” to support youth sports

programs and related projects before the city is fully reimbursed.programs and related projects before the city is fully reimbursed.

Mayor Karen Bass supports Harris-Dawson’s motion, her office said, notingMayor Karen Bass supports Harris-Dawson’s motion, her office said, noting

that it “furthers the fiscal responsibility Mayor Bass has been calling for andthat it “furthers the fiscal responsibility Mayor Bass has been calling for and

protects Los Angeles taxpayers.”protects Los Angeles taxpayers.”

While negotiations have been ongoing, Tuesday’s action marks a moreWhile negotiations have been ongoing, Tuesday’s action marks a more

formal push to lock financial protections into a binding agreement and setsformal push to lock financial protections into a binding agreement and sets

a two-week timeline for staff to deliver it.a two-week timeline for staff to deliver it.

The ECRMA was originally expected in October 2025 but has yet to beThe ECRMA was originally expected in October 2025 but has yet to be

finalized, raising concerns among city leaders about the scope of LA28’sfinalized, raising concerns among city leaders about the scope of LA28’s

financial responsibilities, the timing of reimbursements and the potentialfinancial responsibilities, the timing of reimbursements and the potential

impact on the city’s budget.impact on the city’s budget.

InIn a previous letter to LA28 CEO Reynold Hoover a previous letter to LA28 CEO Reynold Hoover, Rodriguez warned that the, Rodriguez warned that the

city lacks “clear, enforceable protections over hundreds of millions of dollarscity lacks “clear, enforceable protections over hundreds of millions of dollars

in public exposure” tied to Games-related services.in public exposure” tied to Games-related services.

City officials haveCity officials have also raised concerns about uncertainty surrounding also raised concerns about uncertainty surrounding

federal security funding for the Gamesfederal security funding for the Games, which could exceed $1 billion. While, which could exceed $1 billion. While

Congress has allocated funding for Olympic security, officials have said itCongress has allocated funding for Olympic security, officials have said it

remains unclear how much Los Angeles and other host jurisdictions willremains unclear how much Los Angeles and other host jurisdictions will

ultimately receive and when those funds would become available.ultimately receive and when those funds would become available.

LA28 earlier this year increased its overall Games budget from $6.9 billion toLA28 earlier this year increased its overall Games budget from $6.9 billion to

$7.2 billion, though that figure does not include security costs.$7.2 billion, though that figure does not include security costs.

The uncertainty has added pressure on city leaders to secure clearThe uncertainty has added pressure on city leaders to secure clear

reimbursement terms before the Games.reimbursement terms before the Games.

In a statement provided to the Southern California News Group, LA28 ViceIn a statement provided to the Southern California News Group, LA28 Vice

President of Communications Jacie Prieto Lopez said the organization isPresident of Communications Jacie Prieto Lopez said the organization is

continuing to work with the city to finalize the agreement.continuing to work with the city to finalize the agreement.
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“LA28 has been working actively alongside City leadership to finalize the“LA28 has been working actively alongside City leadership to finalize the

Enhanced City Resources Master Agreement, which will establish theEnhanced City Resources Master Agreement, which will establish the

framework for reimbursing the City for services above normal andframework for reimbursing the City for services above normal and

customary levels in direct support of the Games,” Prieto Lopez said.customary levels in direct support of the Games,” Prieto Lopez said.

“LA28 remains committed to delivering the safest, most secure, and fiscally“LA28 remains committed to delivering the safest, most secure, and fiscally

responsible Games that will benefit Angelenos for decades to come,” Prietoresponsible Games that will benefit Angelenos for decades to come,” Prieto

Lopez added. “We remain engaged in good faith negotiations and lookLopez added. “We remain engaged in good faith negotiations and look

forward to our continued partnership with the City of Los Angeles.”forward to our continued partnership with the City of Los Angeles.”
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