JOINT BOARD AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE ONLINE AND TELEPHONIC
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
Saturday, May 30, 2020 4:00 PM
This meeting of the West Hills Neighborhood Council Environment Committee will be conducted online via
Zoom Webinar and telephonically. All are invited to attend and participate.
To attend online via Zoom Webinar, https:/zoom.us/j/91151199271 or paste the following link into your
browser: https:/zoom.us/j/91151199271
To call in by phone, dial (669) 900-6833, then punch in this Webinar code when prompted: 91151199271#.
This meeting is open to the public. Comments on matters not on the agenda will be heard during the Public
Comment period. Those who wish to speak on an agenda item will be heard when the item is considered.

1.

Discussion and possible action for WHNC letter to DTSC and DOE re Agreement to Remove 10
Buildings per the 2010 AOC cleanup to background

2.

Public Comment

3.

Adjournment

Public input at Neighborhood Council meetings: When prompted by the presiding officer, members of the public may address the
committee on any agenda item before the committee takes an action on the item by punching in *9 (if calling in by phone) or by
clicking on the “raise hand” button (if participating online through Zoom) and waiting to be recognized. Comments from the public on
agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on matters not appearing on
the agenda that are within the committee’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that
under the Ralph M. Brown Act, the committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General
Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future committee meeting.
Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of said committee.
Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, city law may require you to
register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at
ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at {213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org
Public Posting of Agendas: WHNC agendas are posted for public review at Shadow Ranch Park, 22633 Vanowen St., West Hills, CA
91307 or at our website, www.westhillsnc.org. You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to the City of Los Angeles
Early Notification System at www.lacity.org/government/Subscriptions/NeighborhoodCouncils/index.
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The Americans With Disabilities Act: As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los
Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal
access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least three business days (72
hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the WHNC’s executive director via email at
Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org If you are hearing impaired please call 711.
Public Access of Records: In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at the meeting where such writing was considered or by contacting
the WHNC’s executive director via email at Michelle.Ritchie@westhillsnc.org Requests can be made for a copy of a record related to
an item on the agenda.
Reconsideration and Grievance Process: For information on the WHNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder
grievance policy or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the WHNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at
our website, www.WestHillsNC.org.
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Draft Letter

To Meredith Williams Director of DTSC, Jared Blumenfeld Secretary of Cal EPA, John
Jones SSFL DOE Project Manager and Dan Brouillette US Secretary of Energy.
Recently the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) announced that
the Department had reached an agreement with the Department of Energy to remove 10
buildings at the Radioactive Materials Handing Facility at the Santa Susana Field Lab in
Ventura County. The announcement states that the demolition and debris removal will be
done under the 2010 Administrative Orders on Consent (2010 AOC).
The 2010 AOC requires cleanup to background or non-detect, and after considerable
study of the consequences of a large excavation, truck traffic, pollution and the
destruction of the environment, numerous neighborhood councils and community
members have voiced their opposition to this cleanup method.
The communities and their representative neighborhood councils want a cleanup that
minimizes the truck traffic, soil removal, soil replacement and airborne pollution, and
request that the risk-based cleanup that is used throughout the USA be used.
We are disappointed that the demolition of the 10 buildings that will use the cleanup to
background and request reconsideration. We hope that the 2010 AOC will not be used for
the remainder of the cleanup when the risk-based cleanup is safer, less disruptive and has
much shorter schedule for completion.
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DOE/EIS-0402, Area IV and Northern Buffer Zone
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The West Hills Neighborhood Council has reviewed the DOE’s Environment Impact Statement in which the
DOE presents cleanup alternatives with explanations of each process and evaluations of the consequences for
the environment, cultural resources, public health, and surrounding communities.
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We believe that it is in the public interest to clean up the property to a level safe for humans and for use as open
space; therefore we do not accept the “No Action” alternative.
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The remaining three alternatives provide for cleanup of the site to suburban residential standards and, with the
exception of the AOC, meet acceptable contamination levels per US EPA standards.
We are opposed to the “Cleanup to AOC LUT Values” alternative. This cleanup is destructive and uses
chemical lists and extraordinary cleanup levels provided by unknown sources without consideration of whether
they pose any threats to human health. We believe that it will be a large-scale excavation that will impact the
environment and the surrounding communities. Although no replacement soil has been identified to date, after a
suitable backfill is found this process will result in a tremendous increase in truck and related traffic on local
streets and airborne contaminants in surrounding communities.
The selection between the remaining two alternatives is based on the consequences to the communities, which
are driven by the size of the excavation, in situ treatment, and backfill and include the resulting air pollution and
truck traffic. We prefer an alternative, which provides the least amount of truck traffic, soil removal, soil
disturbance, soil replacement and airborne pollution. Additionally we want DOE to use on-site remediation to
the maximum extent possible to further reduce air pollution and truck traffic.
West Hills will be the community most impacted by the site cleanup and a minimization of activity would
generate minimal air pollution. It is important that the DOE monitor the dust and gases in the surrounding
communities so that activities can cease and mitigation take place when airborne contaminant levels become
unacceptable. We also recommend that local residents be monitored for any unusual illness trends that may be
related to the site activity.
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