
 

 

JOINT BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE/BOARD ONLINE AND TELEPHONIC  

MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 @ 6:00 PM 

Approved September 22, 2020     

 

Committee Co-Chair Faye Barta called the meeting to order at 6:13 PM. 

Those in attendance:  Faye Barta, Brad Vanderhoof, Tom Booth, Dan Brin, Kian Gholibeik, Heidi 

Manning, Olivia Naturman, Steve Randall, Anthony Scearce, Myrl Schreibman (arrive 6:35 PM), and 

Joan Trent 

A quorum was established.     

        The July 2020 minutes were approved as amended.  

 

Numbers refer to agenda items: 
 

3.  Comments and Announcements from the Chairs:  Faye thinks these meetings are good news in trying 

times and provide some interaction with the stay at home order. Faye also said she has heard reports of dead 

crows that may be due to West Nile virus. LA County will be spraying in West Hills to control mosquitoes. 

4.   Public Comment:  None 

5.  Shomrei Torah’s request for Beautification Committee Input and Advice on Establishing a Community 

Garden or other Improvement on the Vacant Triangle Lot on Valley Circle South of the Synagogue:  Gil 

Solomon spoke desire for a garden. Judy’s iPad has approached Shomrei Torah and they would like 

something other than a vacant lot. She has tried and made no progress getting LADWP to say what it would 

take to get water to the property. She said they own the lot. Reeyan Raynes said the issue came up many 

years ago when he was co-chair of this committee and he remembers the parcel is owned by a utility 

company. Gil said the part of the parcel is right of way for Valley Circle. The right of way is extremely wide 

and crosses the sidewalk. Shomrei Torah does own the rest and it used to be contiguous with their main 

property. This was before the Castle Peak Estates and Indian Hills Lane construction. There is a utility right 

of way through the center of the property giving them right of usage but not ownership. Dan suggested using 

a hose to water. Heidi suggested rainwater capture and asked if the project could incorporate a mural. Faye 

suggested an overflow parking lot instead of a garden. Faye also said the garden may be restricted to non-

edible plants due to possible contamination from the SSFL cleanup. Judy said Shomrei Torah’s goal is to 

grow produce for local food banks. Reeyan said the City’s Office of Community Beautification has a program 

called Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone (UAIZ) to promote food production on underutilized parcels. Gil 

will investigate the program. Dan said the SSFL cleanup truck route has not yet been determined. Reeyan 

said the parcel does qualify for UAIZ. 

6. Future of Community Cleanups (update) and LA City Park Maintenance (update and 

subcommittee/assignments):  Dan said he spoke with Mike Castro, Department of Recreation and Parks, who 

is overwhelmed with only 20 staff members to do the work of 200. Myrl asked if we could help on a limited 



 

basis. Brad answered yes but we cannot advertise as the WHNC or invite a large group, as that would require 

an event permit and violate the stay at home order. Joan said a while ago she and Thomas went to a house 

on Capistrano and left our brochure and her phone number. The homeowner called her and has now done the 

needed maintenance on the property. Everyone thanked Joan and Thomas for there extra effort to reach out 

to a stakeholder. Faye will contact Mike Castro about the possibility of volunteering at parks. Reeyan said 

Scott Harmon is a good contact for problems with parkway trees. Gil said he reported a dead tree and it took 

9-12 months before the City removed it. Anthony said Taxco Trails Park looks pretty good, but Lazy J Park 

is in terrible shape with parched grass and numerous gopher holes. Normally the sprinklers come on Saturday 

morning at Taxco Trails but this last Saturday they did not and it is beginning o dry out. Heidi said John, 

who attended the July Beautification Committee meeting, is still writing to CD12 to get water restored to 

Lazy J and street medians.  

7.  Other Beautification Projects:  Heidi explained the information she has learned about the Adopt a Median 

program. Steve said we need to focus on stakeholder participation. Brad, Reeyan, and Olivia all discussed 

the contract in perpetuity clause in many of these city programs and the incredible difficulty it poses for NCs 

to participate.                    

8.  R.O.W. Letters:  Dan said there is still no activity along Fallbrook at the houses on Maynard (7619, 7625). 

Brad moved to send R.O.W. letters. Dan seconded. 

 

  Yes – 8, No – 2, Abstain – 0, Absent – 2 

  The motion passes. 

  R.O.W. letters will be sent. 

 

9.  Strike Team Reports:  None. Brad commented lately it has been awfully hot for most activities. 

 

Committee Co-chair Faye Barta adjourned the meeting at 7:16 PM. 

 

The next meeting of this committee will be held Tuesday, September 22, 2020 at 6:00 PM, Online and 

Telephonically. 


